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Comfort for Dark Days 


January 9, 1960 (Lesson for January 24) 


Lesson 4.—The Converting Power of the Gospel 
Acts 15:36 to 16:40; Philippians 2:12-18 


Volume 102, No. 2 


“For whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it: and whosoever 
will lose his life for my sake shall 
find it” (Matt. 16:25). 
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adds a new dimension 


to its TEACHING METHODS 
with electronic equipment | 


With the installation of modern electronic equipment, Moody Bible 
Institute has taken another giant forward step, in the teaching of Jan- 
guages. New technique being used is finding wide acceptance in secular 
schools, colleges and the armed forces. 


MBI‘s. NEW MODERN 
LANGUAGE LABORATORY 

consists of eight steel booths, each ™ 
fully equipped with double tape F 
recorder, microphone and earphones. 
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Teaching Speech at MBI : 





A new three-room speech recording center 
has been established at MBI and will be 
used for classes in practice teaching, 
preaching, public speaking and storytelling: 
It is possible to record from these rooms in 
a central control center at one time. Teacher 
can signal by means of intercom system. 
With these facilities, student will have at 
least two recordings of speeches made dur- 
ing a semester. Then he will have opportu- 
nity to listen to it critically by himself, or 
together with teacher for his evaluation. 


New TV classrooms 


Two of the rooms in the speech center are 
equipped with closed circuit television. As 





student speaks or preaches before a TV 
camera, the teacher and part of class retire 
to a small viewing room where they watch 
student on TV set. This permits discussion 
and evaluation of performance while speech 
is in progress, without interruption. 

As in the language lab, these new facili- 
ties enrich the class experience of student 
and increase teaching efficiency of instruc- 
tor. Student has the opportunity of observ- 
ing and evaluating many speeches during a 
semester, benefiting from his own perform- 
ances as well as those of fellow students. 


In 






Sen es 


What new lab means fo MBI students... 


1. Affords opportunity of personal Jan- 
guage study with the help of electronic 
tutor. By means of a double tape re- 
corder, student can listen to native 
speak the foreign language and listen 
to himself repeating the same words. 


He can compare and evaluate as many 
times as he wishes. Or if he prefers,-he 
can listen again to the “master,” mak- 
ing a new recording of his own version 
by automatically erasing his previous 
attempts. 


2. Student can progress entirely at his 
own rate of learning, with as much rep- 


etition as he needs, with nothing to stop 
him but his own ambitions and talents. 


3. Currently, the MBI language library 
consists of more than 250 tapes in Span- 
ish and French. 


4. Daily classwork includes listening 
assignments of classic literature, Bible 
passages and basic conversation. 


5. Speed of learning is greatly in- 
creased and research studies indicate, 
from a qualitative point of view, that 
students who have been exposed to lab 
methods do far better than those who 
have had no contact with the lab. 


While this laboratory method is revolutionary and the facilities new and 
exciting—it is only a tool. At MBI this effective tool is helping train future 


missionaries to reach the 2,000 tongues as yet without the gospel. 


At Moody you can choose from 8 basic courses... General Bible, Pastors Course, . 
Christian Education, Missionary Course, Sacred Music, Christian Education-Music, 


Jewish Missions and Missionary Technical Course—all are tuition free! 
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Lesson for January 24 in this issue 





Lesson 4.—The Converting Power of the 
Gospel. Acts 15:36 to 16:40; 
Philippians 2:12-18. 


Notes on Open Letters 

Why I Believe the Lord’s Return Is Near. 
By Lieut. Gen. William K. Harrison, 
Jr. (ret.) 

What Causes Stress in Missionary Work. 
III, By Paul E. Adolph, M.D. ............ 

Witnessing for Christ to Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. By William J. Schnell 

A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. 
By Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. -................... 

The Times Lesson List for 1960 

International Uniform Lesson 

Children at Home. By D. G. McKenzie .... 

C.E. Topic. By John W. Lane, Jr. ............ 

With the New Books 

Family Worship. By E. M. Wadsworth .... 
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The Sunset Trail 
By Mrs. M. E. Rae 


"M GROWING very weary, Lord, 
The day has been so long, 

The morning hours have sped apace, 
And now ’tis evensong. 

The shadows lengthen on the hills, 
The sun sets in the West, 

I'm listening for Thy voice to call, 
“Come home, my child, and rest.” 





The flowers that bloomed around my 
path, 

When summer skies were bright, 

They all have faded long ago, 
And vanished from my sight. 

The mountains that were hard to climb, 
Lie in the distant past 

And now my pilgrim feet have reached 
The sunset trail at last. 


The valleys they were deep and Ione, 
Where tears were often shed, 


‘When storm clouds gathered dark and 


low, 
And thunders roared o’erhead. 
Yet Thou wert there with all Thy love, 
My trembling hand to hold; 
Thy goodness and Thy mercy, Lord, 
Could never half be told. 


My Ebenezer here Ill raise, 
And thank Thee for Thy care; 
Soon I may hear that “shout” to rise, 
And meet Thee in the air. 
Till then, along this sunset trail 
Pll watch, and wait, and pray; 
The “morning without clouds” draws 
near, 
The bright eternal day. 


é 4 
Grace To Bear It 


Often in temptation or trial the 
thought uppermost in our mind is how 
to get out of it instead of what to get 
out of it. The Apostle Paul tells us, 


“There hath no temptation taken you 
but such as is common to man: but God 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make 
a way to escape, that ye may be able 
to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). Note that 
the verse does not say, “that ye may be 
able to escape it,” but, “to bear it.” 
That is, if we meet it trusting in Him, 
He will bring us through. He is faith- 
ful to keep us from being tempted be- 
yond the strength that He is able and 
willing to give us at any moment. The 
verse says that He will “make a way 
to escape,” implying that the way may 
be different on different occasions and 
for different people. Certainly the vic- 
tory always depends on what Christ 
has done for us at the cross and the 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. 
But at the moment of temptation God 


may bring to our minds a Scripture text, . 


which is exactly appropriate, or He 
may help us through:a line or a stanza 
of a hymn, or through the counsel of 


ve 


some Christian friend. When Christian 
meg Apollyon in the Valley of Humili- 
ation, it was the Sword of the Spirit 
that finally enabled him to conquer 
the Devil. And that is what Christ used 
when He was tempted in the desert. 
There is also some satisfaction in know- 
ing that our temptations are not unique, 
that the same kinds of temptation have 
attacked the saints down through the 
ages, yet they were overcomers by 
His grace. But the greatest comfort 
comes from knowing that we have a 
great High Priest who “was in all points 
tempted» like as we are, yet without 
sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may ob- 
tain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need” (Heb. 4:15, 16). Our 
weakness ought not to discourage us, 
for the Lord said to Paul, “My grace 
is sufficient for thee: for my, strength 
is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 
12:9); and some of those in Faith’s 
Hall of Fame “out of weakness were 
made strong” (Heb. 11:34). 


Accepting the Cup 


An editorial by Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


(It is not Dr. Petrie’s purpose in 
this editorial to teach that our Lord’s 
cup of suffering and the believer’s 
are the same. The cup that He drank 
in Gethsemane and on Calvary was 
unique and vicarious. But His atti- 
tude of entire submission to His 
Father’s will is here taken as an ex- 
ample of what the believer’s should 
be in all the trying circumstances 
of lije—Ed.) 


children in the words of our Lord 

and Master, recorded in John 18: 
11: “The cup which my Father hath 
‘ given me, shall I not drink it?” 


"LT eniee is a message for all of God’s 


I. What Is Meant by “The Cup”? 

1. Your very life and all the circum- 
stances of it may be a cup that God has 
given to accept from Him. Our Lord 
said concerning His coming into the 
world: “To this end was I born, and for 
this cause came I into the world, that I 
should bear witness unto the truth” 
(John 18:37). It was in that very life 
that He found the cup that the Father 
would have Him drink. When one is 
born and where, the nationality, the 
nature, the natural traits, the color of 
eyes and hair—all these have been sub- 
jects about which people wished it 
might have been otherwise than it is 
with them. But what God has ordered 
in the life must be accepted. 


2. Your distinctive calling in life. must 
be accepted as the cup for you from 
God. Job was called, in the providence 
of God, to be one of the. world’s great 
examples of suffering and affliction; it 
was his cup. He questioned it and 
wished it had been otherwise. Jere- 
miah’s calling was his cup from the 
Lord, and it was a bitter one. How he 
wished the contents had been different!’ 
See his wail about it in Jeremiah 20: 
14-18. 

3. All the various vicissitudes of life 
—the changes that come to each—may 
be accepted as a cup from God. In His 
training of His children, God does not 
allow a life to become static or station- 
ary, exhibiting no change of character 
or condition. He allows many things 
te come to mature life and character. 

4. In the case of our text “the cup” 
represented the sufferings of the Lord, 
the cross and its shame. Speaking to 
two of His disciples, He said: “Are ye 
able to drink of the cup that I shall 
drink of?” (Matt. 20:22.), It was a cup 
of suffering for the Lord to be so treated 
by those He had hoped to help, many 
of whom He had taught and healed. 
Have you ever been mistreated by the 
very ones you loved and’ prayed for? 
It is your cup, and, like the Lord, you 
must accept it. It was a cup to suffer 
at the hands of a “familiar friend” as 
Jud-: had once been. Our Lord was 
referring back to Psalm 41:9 when He 
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said, “He that eateth bread with me 
hath lifted up his heel against me” 
(John 13:18). In that Psalm Judas is 
called our Lord’s “familiar friend.” Is 
some “familiar friend” turning away 
from you? It is your cup from your 
Heavenly Father. 

5. There are many cups. Any pe- 
culiar trial may be the cup that the 
Father is putting to your spiritual lips 
for you to drink. It. may be a disap- 
pointment that you must learn to spell 
with an “H.” Sometimes it is a. be- 
reavement that divine Providence per- 
mits to come. Yes, there are many 
cups that are to be taken throughout 
life. 


II. Why Must We Accept the Cup? 


Why did the Lord say, “Shall I not 
drink it?” 

1. The sweetest thing in the whole 
verse is right here.. It was because the 
Father gave it. The whole secret of 
accepting the cup of suffering, of what- 
ever kind, is to see that the hand that 
gives it is really the hand of God our 
Father. Our Lord did not look at 
Judas, even though he was standing 
there with those. who came to appre- 
hend Him (John 18:5). He looked be- 
yond him to His Father; therefore He 
would accept it. You have gone deep 
into the life of God when from your 
heart you can say these words: “The cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall 
I not dtink it?” 

Few Christians have been called upon 
to drink such bitter cups of suffering as 
the French saint, Madame Guyon. She 
has left behind words that forevermore 
indicate the deep maturity of her soul, 
and show that in everything she saw 
beyond man to God. Hear these, her 
words, and ask yourself if you can say 
them in the same spirit. 

In vain they smite me. Men but do 
What God permits with different view: 
To outward sight they hold the rod, 
But faith proclaims’ it all of God. 

When Pilate told our Lord Jesus that 
he had power either to crucify or re- 
lease Him, the Lord again expressed His 
faith in the Father’s superintending 
providence: “Thou couldest have no 
power at all against me, except it were 
given thee from above” (John 19:11). 
Our blessed and divine Saviour would 
not refuse the cup. that the Father put 
to His lips. He refused to see merely 
a Judas or Satan holding that cup. Oh, 
may God give all of His children grace 
to follow their Lord in this example, 
and to say concerning the cup of any 
kind that may be offered them to drink: 
“The cup which my Father hath given 
me, shall I not drink it?” 

2. The cup which your Father gives 
you must be accepted because He 
knows the best thing to give at the 
time. He knows the mixture that must 
go into the cup that is to work for 
your highest good. Hence it is our 
wisdom to accept it. 

3. If you are to stay in the school of 
God, the school where He wishes to 
mature you, you must accept the cup 
of suffering, of disappointment, of be- 
reavement, of discipline, or any other 
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kind of cup. If you refuse it in one 
place, you will surely meet it in an- 
other. If you refuse it in one experi- 
ence, it will come in another. 


4. Our Lord would drink of the cup 
that the Father gave Him because in- 
finite love gave it—love that would 
never let us suffer without a sufficient 
reason (Rev. 3:19). If you really wish 
to mature in the life of God; if you 
wish- His own life to mature in your 
spirit, accept all the various kinds of 
spiritual cups He gives as from the 
hand of infinite love. 


5. One word more as to why the 
cup must be accepted. Because it is 
the way to later blessing. Our Lord 
Jesus spoke of partaking of the fruit 
of His sufferings in the glories that are 
yet to come, but there would be. no 
glories to come for Him had He not ac- 
cepted this cup. 


Ill. How the Cup Must Be Accepted 


Note the spirit in which the Lord ac- 
cepted the cup. 

1. The Lord Jesus willingly and 
gladly accepted the cup that the Father 
gave Him. This is seen in the words 
applied to Him in Psalm 40:8: “I delight 
to do thy will, O my God.” It was His 
joy and delight to accept the cup of 
His sufferings from the hands of His 
Father. Thomas C. Upham, a writer 
on the deep things of the Christian 
life, says in his book, “Interior Life,” 
about this very matter: “Looking up to 
the great Author, it accepts from His 
hand, with acquiescence and thankful- 
ness, the cup of bitterness. It is the 
distinct and unwavering perception that 
God is present, and that it is God who 
offers it to our lips, which most of all 
changes and sweetens the draught. It 
is inexpressibly. delightful, in all the 
trials that come upon us, from within 
and without, to realize, without any 
misgivings of spirit, that the rod, what- 
ever may be the subordinate agency, is 
in the hands of our Heavenly Father.” 

2. Our ‘Lord accepted this cup reso- 
lutely. There was no wavering. Hear 
His words to Peter: “Put up thy sword 
into the sheath: the cup which my 
Father hath given me, shall I not drink 
it?” See Him as He faced His journey 
to Jerusalem, fully realizing what was 
at the journey’s end: “When the time 
was come that he should be received 
up, he stedfastly set his face to go to 
Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51). Can we fol- 
low our Lord here? We can if we see 
divine love holding the cup to our 
spiritual lips. 

3. Our Lord drank the cup submis- 
sively. He had said, and it was in con- 
nection with the drinking of this cup: 
“Nevertheless not as I will, but as thou 
wilt” (Matt. 26:39). And then He added, 
“Thy will be done” (v. 42). “Submis- 
sive” means “to send under.” Are you 
willing to be sent under in some testing 
or trial? This is the spirit that ani- 
mated the Lord Jesus; it must be that 
spirit that must move us, too. Socrates 
submitted to the drinking of the cup 
of hemlock that took his life, but he 
did it as a philosopher. Can you sub- 
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mit as a Christian to drink any cup 
that the Heavenly Father appoints for 
you? 

4. Our Lord drank all the contents of 
the cup. He hid not His face from the 
shame and spitting. He could say, “It 
is finished.” Peter tried to save his 
Master from drinking all of the cup. 
There are many Peters around who 
would spare us suffering and discipline, 
but we must not allow them to do so. 
Reuben would have spared Joseph suf- 
fering if he could have had his way, 
but God kept him from his purpose, 
however noble it was on his part, and 
allowed Joseph to go all the way down 
the road of suffering and discipline. The 
bitterest parts may be at the bottom of 
the cup, but they are likely to be the 
portions that are calculated to do the 
most good. Decide to drink all the cup, 
your peculiar cup. 


So my choice I maké, 

And Thy will I take; 
That will that lifts me up, 

To share with Thee 


In Thy victo: Piranag 4 
As here hy cup. 


- 5. Our blessed Lord Jesus drank of 
the cup that the Father gave Him 
prayerfully. This is perhaps the best 
way to accept any cup that the Father 
gives. Drink it with prayer. See our 
Lord in Gethsemane: “And he. 

kneeled down, and prayed, saying, 
Father, if thou be willing, remove this 
cup from me: nevertheless not my will, 
but thine, be done” (Luke 22:41, 42). 
From that prayer He arose to say later, 
“The cup which my Father hath given 
me, shall I not drink it?” The cup may 

(Continued on page 42) 








Notes on Open Letters 


A Comment on a Correction 


One rejoices to see immediate readi- 
ness on the part of a faithful pastor 
to point out any doctrinal statement 
of an unsound nature appearing in a 
paper beloved by so many’ of us as 
is the TIMES. 

However, this reader felt that there 
was an unwarranted strength of cor- 
rection in the criticism appearing in 
“Notes on Open Letters” in the No- 
vember 28th issue. The last paragraph 
of the answer to a second Open Let- 
ter (p. 787), issue of October 10, 
makes it unmistakably plain that the 
Times holds without question to the 
absolute deity as well as true hu- 
manity of the Lord Jesus. 

The expression, “absolutely and ut- 
terly untrue,” is language which this 
writer suggests should be reserved 
for those who do deny the deity of 
Jesus Christ. 

A regrettable slip of the pen, by 
one who is doctrinally sound, calls 
for a milder form of footwashing.— 
A Western Canadian reader. 
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Why | Believe the Lord's Return Is Near 


Four general and four specific reasons 


ITH many other Christians I am 
WY convinced that the Lord’s coming 

for His people (1 Thess. 4:13- 
17) is near, possible at any moment. 
This is not a matter of mere conjecture, 
of speculative curiosity, or of wish¥ul 
thinking. There are many Scripture 
passages that bear on this subject. This 
brief article discusses signs that point 
definitely and unmistakably to the Great 
Tribulation and hence to the second ad- 
vent of Christ to this earth. That the 
rapture of the Church precedes the 
Great Tribulation is another subject, 
not discussed herein, yet for us who so 
believe, the expectancy of our meeting 
with the Lord in the air gives us a 
joyous anticipation of His presence and 
causes us to live closer to Him in our 
daily walk. 

Why do I believe that the Lord is 
coming soon? Four general reasons fol- 
low, which will be followed by four 
very specific ones. 


THE GENERAL REASONS 


1. There seems to be a general in- 


crease in lawlessness, indicating that 
we are in or nearing the last days. 
Second Timothy 3:1-5 says: “This know 
also, that in the last days perilous times 
shall come. For men shall be lovers of 
their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 
those that are good, traitors, heady, 
highminded, lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God; having a form. of 
godliness, but denying the power there- 
of: from such turn away.” 

We know that men have always been 
lawless, but today we see the phenome- 
non that this condition seems to be 
growing rapidly in countries that have 
enjoyed the blessings and moral re- 
straints of Christianity. One who reads 
the newspapers could hardly doubt that 
this passage in 2 Timothy increasingly 
describes the conditions in the United 


States, and apparently elsewhere. All 


the currents of men’s relationships rap- 
idly speed up and become, more con- 
fused, and lawlessness seems to be one 


of the ruling motivations. 


2. “Ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth” 
(2 Tim. 3:7). In the past few decades 
Scientists have made almost unbeliev- 
able strides in searching out the truths 
of nature, and more is to be expected. 
To the Christian, the knowledge gained, 
undreamed of before, confirms and 
gives a better awareness of the glory, 
Majesty, wisdom, and power of the 
Sovereign and eternal God who created 
all things. Nevertheless one has only 
to read current books, magazine ar- 
ticles, and newspapers to realize that 


- Such is not the case with most scien- 


By LIEUT. GENERAL WILLIAM K. HARRISON, Jr. (ret.) 


At the request of the Editor, General 
Harrison here tells why he thinks the 
Second Coming of Christ to earth 
is not far off. His study of the sub- 
ject, in the light of Scripture and 
current events, should be encourag- 
ing to all who hold the Blessed Hope. 
A booklet on “Practical Christian 
Living,” by General Harrison, may 
be had at 10 cents a copy or 50 cents 
for six copies from the Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. Thirteenth 
St., Philadelphia 5. 








tists, philosophers, and intellectuals. As 
never before they seem to reject God 
altogether, or try to push Him so far 
into the background that He is of no 
significance today. Instead man is ex- 
alted as never before; he is sovereign, 
at least in his own life. Today we see 
Romans 1:21-23, 25, 28 illustrated with 
an audacity. that, to the believer in 
Christ, is almost insanity. 


3. The social and economic problems 
of men are becoming more complex, 
difficult, and dangerous because of the 
exploding populations, the effort to in- 
dustrialize, the spirit of nationalism, 
the economic interdependence of na- 
tions, the feed and distribution of raw 
materials, the existence of small wars 
and‘ the fear of great ones, and the ever- 
increasing use of the media of mass 
communication for propaganda of all 
kinds. To rule nations under such cir- 
cumstances requires planning, decision, 
and unity of action. Hence we see 
everywhere the growing idea that only 
some “strong man” can solve the: prob- 
lem. The intellectuals and the masses 
turn to the human messiah to lead the 
people out of the wilderness. This trend, 
combined with the general attitude of 
lawlessness, the rejection of God and 
the exaltation of great, successful, or 
notorious men seems to point directly 
to that time when dictators shall rule, 
especially the Antichrist, or Beast, of 
Revelation 13 and 17, and Gog of Eze- 
kiel 38 and 39. That the Beast should 
be worshiped is a natural result of the 
exaltation of man instead of God, and 
is only one step beyond the worship 
or near worship of men like Hitler. 


4. If we rightly understand Revela- 
tion 17:1-7, 15-18, then during the Great 
Tribulation, and until its destruction 
by the Beast, Christendom, apart from 
true believers in Christ, will be sub- 
ject to one great, false religious and 
ecclesiastical system, especially in that 
area- wherein Christianity began and 
covered the civilized world of that 
period, the Roman Empire. Today we 
see a significant and steady trend in 
that direction; the efforts being made 
to unify the three great groups of pro- 


fessing Christians, the Roman Catholics, - 


the Greek Catholics, the Protestants, 


into one great visible and authoritative 
church organization. 


THE SPECIFIC REASONS 


1. Everybody knows that after cen- 
turies of dispersion and _ persecution 
about two million Jews from many 
lands have returned to Palestine and 
established an independent Jewish 
State in spite of the efforts of the Arabs 
and others to prevent it. The deter- 
mination of the Jews to return to the 
Land amounts to an obsession, some- 
thing beyond rational control. It is 
doubtful if any people ever had to 
strive against such odds, or did it with 
such national unity and self-sacrifice. 
Old Testament prophecies about the 
Day of the Lord tell us that during the 
Great Tribulation there will be Jews 
in Palestine, that they will have a gov- 
ernment and a temple (see also Matt. 
24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4), and that they will 
make a covenant with the gréat dicta- 
tor, the Beast, ruler of the great empire 
mentioned in the following paragraph. 
They have returned to Palestine in un- 
belief (Zeph. 2:1, 2), but reports indi- 
cate that they are studying the Old 
Testament.and displaying increasing in- 
terest in the New. They do not yet 
have a temple, the area being pos- 
sessed by the Arabs, but were the 
great powers to cease interference the 
seizure of the place and the construc- 
tion. of the temple would be easy and 
quick. It surely ‘seems as though God 
has driven His faithless people back to 
the land in fulfillment of Ezekiel 37:1- 
8, the people coming together in the 
form of life, yet without life. Except 
for the building of the temple and the 
covenant with the “prince that shall 
come” it looks as though the Jews are 
now unknowingly ready for the Great 
Tribulation which will finally turn them 
to Christ. This situation could never 
have happened before in the centuries 
following their dispersion. 

2. In Daniel 2 and 7, Revelation 13 
and 17, with additional Biblical indi- 
cations we find a clear teaching that 
during the Great Tribulation there will 
be a great empire covering the area 
that was the former Roman Empire. 
We do not have space here to analyze 
the passages, but for a long time many 
Bible students have recognized this fact. 
Today there. are clear indications that 
such an empire is gradually developing 
in embryonic form, caused by economic 
and military pressures. Some of the 
indications are NATO (the military al- 
liance), Benelux (the customs union of 
Belgium, Holland, and Luxemburg), 
Euratom (six-power grouping for con- 
trol of the peaceful use of the atom, in- 
cluding West Germany, France, Italy, 
Belgium, Holland, and Luxemburg), the 
Common Market (the same six-power 
organization for furthering economic 
activity). There is increasing interest 
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in the formation of a United States of 
Europe. Except for the Scandinavian 
countries the area involved is notice- 
ably similar to that of the old Roman 
Empire, and as this is written current 
developments in the Arab countries 
point to even greater similarity. This 
great empire when formed will be ruled 
by the Beast, referred to in the preced- 
ing paragraph. Thus we see a definite 
trend toward the fulfillment of proph- 
ecy, a trend which never before, since 
the fall of the old empire, could have 
occurred. 

3. In Ezekiel 38 and 39 is described a 
terrible military invasion of Palestine 
by Gog and his armies. They come 
from the north, in great. hordes, with 
many allies at a time when the Jews 
are living in the land of Israel under 
conditions approximating those of to- 
day. The invasion takes place in the 
latter years immediately preceding the 
Second Advent of Christ to earth, when 
He then regathers, converts, and places 
all the Jews in their own land. From 
the description given, only Russia and 
its allies can be meant. While Russia 
has for long coveted the Near and 
Middle East it never before has had 
the military capability to conquer it. 
Today only the United States is an 
obstacle. As far as Russia is concerned 
this attack could now be launched at 
any time, and when it does occur we 
shall be in the Great Tribulation, un- 
less all of the other indications of the 
Lord’s coming have no, significance. 

4. One of the major factors in the 
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Great Tribulation is wer of such deadly 
destruction that it is one of the princi- 
pal reasons why only the intervention 
of God (Mark 13:19, 20) prevents the 
total destruction of the human race. 
Today such weapons exist and would 
be used in a world war, which must 
eventuate when the armies of Gog cross 
the frontier of the New Roman Empire 
to conquer the Near East. The writer 
concludes therefore that there will be 
no world war prior to the Great Tribu- 
lation. Yet the current arms race can- 
not be prolonged indefinitely: the 
tension becomes too great and then the 
explosion occurs.. Therefore we believe 
that this, too, is an indication that the 
Great Tribulation is not far distant, 
with the Second Advent following. 

Considering the signs described above 
we find them, to be clear and of great 
significance. Four of them could not 
have occurred previously under any 
conditions that prevailed in the world. 
Shall we ignore them? As much as it 
grieves us to think of the suffering that 
is to come on the world, yet we realize 
that it is the wrath of the just and holy 
God against unrepentant rebels, and it 
may well be His final effort to persuade 
them to turn to Him. As for us who 
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, all of 
these signs make us look with joy to 
the moment when He shall catch us 
up to be forevermore with Himself in 
our eternal bodies. “Even so, come 
Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 


LARGO, FLA. ‘ 
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Ill. What Causes Stress in Missionary Work 


Facing the problem realistically 


TILL other emotional stress comes 
~ from failure to take adequate re- 
laxation. Many missionaries go to the 
mission field under a sense of ur- 
gency and compulsion from the Lord. 
This is as it should be. However, when 
this compulsive drive is applied to their 
lives day in and day out without let-up 
and without a moment-by-moment 
seeking of the Lord’s will—to make 
them work seven days a week, morning; 
noon, and night, and sometimes into the 
wee hours of the morning, the stress be- 
comes more than the human body can 
bear. Moreover, it must be realized 
that often one’s office on the mission 
field is located in the same building as 
one’s bedroom and dining room, if not 
in the same room. Thus one does not 
get away from his work without mak- 
ing special effort to do so. This is in 
marked contrast to the worker in the 
homeland who goes away from home to 
his office five days a week to work 
eight hours each of these five days and 
each day leave the work there. 

In the midst of this, all too often the 
nationals in the community conclude 
that the best time to find the missionary 
in his home is at mealtime. Accord- 


ingly the most stressful problems are 
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brought to him at mealtime when he 
ought to be relaxed as he eats his food. 
Peptic ulcer is sometimes the outcome. 

These are situations that must be ag- 
gressively dealt with by the missionary 
so as to avoid being overwhelmed by 
emotional stress. 

Office hours can be announced and 
meals can be planned at varied times 
and places so that the nationals no 
longer can count upon finding the mis- 
sionary at home at mealtime. 

Times of rest and relaxation must be 
planned. The Scripture is clear when it 
says, “Six days shalt thou labour, and 
do all thy work: but the seventh day is 
the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it 
thou shalt not do any work” (Exod. 20: 
9,10a). This enunciates an eternal prin- 
ciple that man should have one day of 
rest in seven. This simply must be ar- 
ranged and can be if one prayerfully 
and aggressively seeks to do so. 

One is reminded. of how the disciples 
one day felt themselves overwhelmed 
with work as they seemingly labored 
like martyrs to the Lord’s cause. We 
are told that “they had no leisure so 
much as to eat.” Our Lord Jesus pointed 
out to them that this sense of pressure 
need not be. He told them that His will 
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involved other plans for them when He 
said, “Come ye yourselves apart into a 
desert place, and rest a while” (Mark 6: 
31). This rest that is just as much a 
part of God’s will for our lives is some- 
times sadly neglected. 

Again the Apostle Paul admonishes 
us, “Be ye not unwise, but understand- 
ing what the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 
5:17). There is something higher than 
our grasping. at everything that looks 


good for us to do, and that is to re- 


strict ourselves to doing only that which 
is in His perfect and absolute will for us. 
When we do, the stress and pressure is 
gone, and I can testify that there is an 
overwhelming peace of heart. 


Other stressful environmental situa- 
tions that affect the emotidns. can be 
called to mind: the environmental cir- 
cumstances that surround missionary 
children and their education, including 
the painful partings from the children; 
the impact of change of life on mothers 
particularly, coming at a time when 
they are parted from their loved ones 
by miles of distance; and the constant 
sense of living in an environment and 
situation that may at any time turn 
violently anti-foreign if not into actual 
war. All of these stressful situations 
should drive us into leaning closer upon 
our Saviour’s breast! 


To recapitulate this matter of emo- 
tional stresses, I would say that I have 
outlined the innate emotional stresses 
that the missionary candidate already 
has as a part of his make-up when he 
or she applies to a mission society as a 
candidate for missionary service. While 
we cannot expect tp find perfect mis- 
sionary candidates entirely free from 
psychological maladjustments, we can 
recognize and refuse to permit partici- 
pation in the missionary program in the 
instance of those who are more severely 


“maladjusted. 


In the second place I have pointed out 
that when the missionary arrives on the 
mission field we must address ourselves 
to providing him or her with an envi- 
ronment that is as free as possible from 
the stressful situations which we have 
outlined. Especially is it important that 
compatibility in co-workers be investi- 
gated before they are assigned to work 
together. 

There is perhaps a tendency on the 
part of psychiatrists nowadays to veer 
to an emphasis on this latter point of 
providing an acceptable environment 
rather than to weed out on the basis of 
past background. 

It has come to our ‘attention that re- 
cently in Phoenix, Ariz, a team of 
qualified psychiatrists was ready to con- 
cede defeat in efforts to screen out un- 
desirables from applicants to the police 
force. They had been trying to exclude 
those who had inward stresses and in 
this they had not been too successful. 

Then these psychiatrists took a new 
tack. They suspended their screening 
operation and instead assigned a limited 
number of newcomers at random to the 
guidance of men who had proved them- 
selves in the police organization. Last 
autumn one of those doctors reported at 
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a medical meeting, “We had to relearn 
the hard way that a man who has done 
a good job on the force, who has exer- 
cised good judgment—his healthy atti- 
tude as a police officer seems to infect 
the new recruit. The same recruit, put 
on with an inadequate police officer, 
seems to acquire the other habits. The 
communicability of healthy attitudes 
has certainly shown itself to us.” 

I believe that the application of this 
principle adopted by the Phoenix police 
department represents the best prin- 
ciple for developing effective and effi- 


cient missionaries, although I do not- 


think that screening methods should be 
abandoned. Applied to mission work, 
we would let our new missionaries be 
under the surveillance of our best mis- 
sionaries, those who are doing a good 
job as missionaries and who have exer- 
cised good judgment. When these new 
missionary recruits develop healthy 
emotional attitudes, the emotional 
stresses will not build up and we shall 
have an effective missionary force. 

This was the principle adopted by 
Barnabas, the “son of consolation.” 
Seeing that his nephew lacked persever- 
ance, Uncle Barnabas did not just cast 
John Mark aside as useless missionary 
material as the Apostle Paul was prone 
to do. Instead Uncle Barnabas took 
John Mark into a familiar environment, 
his own homeland, Cyprus, and there 
nurtured him in the Lord’s work until 
he was a mature soldier of Jesus Christ. 
It was this matured John Mark whom 
the Apostle Paul especially requested 
should come to him at Rome because he 
had proved profitable to him for the 
ministry (2 Tim. 4:11). 

It was Uncle Barnabas who conducted 
the first missionary internship program 
in his homeland of Cyprus. I believe 
there is still a big place for this type of 
program in connection with the mis- 
sionary enterprise of today. Such a 
program is now being effectively 
worked out in Detroit as many of you 
know. 

I believe it is even more essential that 
there be a continuation of this program 
on the mission field. One might well, 
by analogy, refer to this aspect of things 
as the residency program. For instance, 
a young man, after he earns his M.D., 
goes into a one-year internship in a 
hospital. Following this it is often cus- 
tomary for him to enter into a further 
training period in a specialty such as 
surgery of three or four years’ duration 
in a hospital. This is called a residency. 

It is with great gratitude to God that 
I recall how such a program on the mis- 
sion field worked out for me. A senior 
missionary had felt led of the Lord to 
request my mission society, the China 
Inland Mission, to send me to his mis- 
sion center. He had never met me. He 
had merely heard of me. I was sent 
there. 

As a young missionary I found my- 
self filled with bizarre ideas and prej- 
udices like so many others. To add to 
this, this senior missionary was of a na- 
tionality and a Protestant sect, both of 
which I disliked. 


But love won out. This senior mis- 
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sionary loved me as his own son. He 
had asked for me and he was deter- 
mined to see me through. He could not 
see my faults apparently. He just kept 
on loving me. He saw to it that I re- 
ceived encouragement-when and where 
it was needed. My prejudices and mal- 
adjustments were quickly dissipated. 
In the end I even came to have high 
regard for both his nationality and his 
Protestant sect. - 

I now revere that senior missionary as 
my own father. He was my Uncle Bar- 
nabas. I am forever grateful for that 
“residency program” which he gave me 
in my early days on the mission field. I 
believe my missionary service would 
not have become as effective as it was, 
had it not been for “Uncle Barnabas.” 

Our stresses as missionaries represent 
a real battle as depicted in Ephesians 
6:12, where Paul tells us, “We wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” 

The only way to meet these stresses is 
on a high spiritual plane. “Wherefore,” 
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Paul continues, “take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand” (Eph.-6: 13). 

The Word of God presents in clear 
fashion our resources as Christians in 
this emotional and spiritual conflict. It 








- does require a vital faith in the living 


God. Moreover, it requires united 
prayer, the neglect of which has been so 
prominent in my observation in cases 
where emotional stresses have flour- 
ished. 

We live in an age of words rather 
than deeds when it comes to the spirit- 
ual realm. So many folk take refuge in 
the words, “Easier said than done.” 
These words should find no place in 
evangelical Christianity. .God’s grace is 
sufficient to enable us each one to do 
what He wants us to do. 

We rightfully stress belief and faith, 
but performance is even more essential, 
for Paul says, “Those things, which ye 
have both learned, and received, and 


“heard, and seen in me, do: and the God 


of peace shall be with you” (Phil. 4:9). 
By God’s grace let us so do. 


CHICAGO. 


Witnessing for Christ to Jehovah's Witnesses 


A converted “Witness” tells how it is done 


O DOUBT you have often had the 

experience of opening your door to 
a knock and finding yourself confronted 
with a well-clad man or woman who 
said, “I am one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
I have come to preach the gospel of 
the Kingdom.” You listen for a while. 
Soon, your religion, your doctrines, your 
clergy, and your churches are attacked 
—attacked with many Scriptures torn 
out of context. 

You were puzzled. If this Jehovah’s 
Witness wants to win you for his re- 
ligion, he certainly is using a strange 
approach. Why? Jehovah’s Witnesses 
attack everything because they hope 
thus to draw you into an argument. 
They are trained to cope with argu- 
ments. You are not. If you are drawn 
into such an argument, you may soon 
come off second’ best. You may even 
get hot under the collar, and finally 
may close the door. The “Witness” 
walks away elated. You are an op- 
poser; you have given him martyrdom. 

What did you do that was wrong in 
this encounter? You failed to witness. 

When the Jehovah’s Witness has made 
his attack and smugly leans back to re- 
ceive .your counterattack, turn the other 
cheek. How? Stand up and meekly 
give him the invitation of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Back the invitation up 
by sharing with him your experience 
of how salvation came to you. Instead 
of preaching, note, you are witness- 
ing for Christ. Instead of becoming 


wrought up, you become joyful. Your 
heart sings when it thinks of what 
Your 


Christ Jesus has done for you. 
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face radiates a_ smile. 
the Jehovah’s Witness. 

The Jehovah’s Witness is thoroughly 
trained to cope with an attack. He can- 
not handle love. He may turn away 
and leave, but as he leaves, he leaves 
with the sound of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ ringing in his ears. He may re- 
turn. 

‘Again, a few weeks later, a knock 
on your door. The Witness. Yow start 
out this time: “Oh, I am glad to see you. 
I have been thinking about you,” you 
say. “Have you thought about what I 
said? \ Are you saved?”. The Witness 
mutters, “I think so.” 

Pin him down. “When and how were 
you saved?” - 

He comes back, “I hope to be saved 
at Armageddon.” 

You conclude, “Then you are not yet 
saved?” Show him how he can be 
saved right here and now. He doesn’t 
have to wait until Armageddon. = 

So far you have used one of the most 
powerful weapons of the Spirit. You 
have used the invitation of the Gospel, 
and you. have witnessed of its saving 
grace in your life. 

However, the Jehovah’s Witness often 
observes what you are doing, and espe- 
cially the seventeen per cent of them 
who are completely trained will quickly 
notice it. They will change their tactics. 
They are clever. They will not attack 
you after that. They will begin to wit- 
ness. 

How will they witness? Deceitfully. 
Not about their salvation. They will 


(Continued on page 30) 


That disarms 
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thority—A recent article in the 

Los Angeles Times by Polyzoides, 
a well-informed writer on international 
affairs, concerns the declining authority 
of parliaments in our age. His opening 
paragraph is as follows: 

“One of the little noted aspects of 
the contemporary political world that 
is beginning to worry many thoughtful 
observers of the democratic process is 
the gradual, but nevertheless steady, 
diminution of the parliamentary au- 
thority in dealing with the affairs of 
state. What happens is that the strong 
personalities of individual leaders are 
having it all over the statesmen, par- 
liamentarians, and such. No sooner one 
begins to formulate this idea than the 
names of such leaders as De Gaulle in 
France, Adenauer in Germany, and 
more recently Bourguiba in Tunisia, ap- 
pear to be proving the point, while in 
such other nonparliamentary countries 
the same trend is seen... . 

“The recent diminution of the power 
and role of parliaments constitutes a 
sign that disturbs and worries quite.a 
few political scientists. The single in- 
stance of General de Gaulle is the 
strongest case in point, thanks to the 
tremendous popularity of the man; 
while the practically unanimous elec- 
tion of Habib Bourguiba in Tunisia 
shows the same trend at the other ex- 
treme. Once this philosophy is ac- 
cepted by the general public, then the 
only remaining thing is to pick an ap- 
parently strong and able individual, 
vote him into office, and then invest 
him with supreme authority, while par- 
liament, as a whole, goes on a political 
vacation of undetermined extent.” 

As all students of: prophecy know, 
this increase of authority resting in a 
few international figures is but a setting 
of the stage for Antichrist in whom 
world authority will be vested for the 
duration of his rule. 


Titre Decline of Parliamentary Au- 


Missions in Indonesia.—The very valu- 
able brochure published regularly by 
Inter-Varsity, Missionary Mandate, car- 
ries the following word of challenge 
on missionary efforts in Indonesia: 

“The immense republic of Indonesia 
stretches out along the equator for 
more than 3,000 miles from east to 
west, and 1,200 miles from north to 
south. With a population of 84 million, 
Indonesia is the largest Muslim nation 
in the world. The inhabitants are 
largely Malay stock and the national 
language is an advanced form of Malay. 
More than half the total population of 
Indonesia lives on the crowded little 
island of Java, which is thought to be 
the most densely inhabited area in the 
world. 

“Because the government | requires 
that all applications for visas must be 
based on invitations from existing local 





organizations, those who are permitted 
to enter as missionaries work in close 
co-operation with Indonesian congrega- 
tions. One mission board has tripled 
its number of stations and workers 
since 1945, with several more workers 
awaiting visas. Pioneer evangelism is 
being carried on in the western part 
of Borneo and opportunities are abun- 
dant for rural evangelism in the eastern 
part of Java. ‘Our prospect of expan- 
sion depends largely on obtaining spon- 
sorships and‘ the supply of qualified 
workers. . . . The needs and possibili- 
ties in a land of 84 million souls are 
unlimited!’ Pray that qualified young 
people will obey God’s call to service 
in Indonesia.” 


Church Schools in South Africa in 
Danger.—An Anglican clergyman, Rev. 
Paul Hume) director of the Society of 
the Sacred Mission at Kelham, in a re- 
cent address stated his fear that all 
church schools and training colleges in 
the Union of South Africa will be com- 
pelled to close. Since the passing of 
the Bantu Edtcation Act, Kelham had 
been forced to close its school for 
Africans at Modderpoort. 


Bible Distribution in New York’s 
Crowded Areas.—The New York Bible 
Society has just issued a most interest- 
ing release concerning a project which, 
though it has been referred to pre- 
viously in these columns, deserves a 
more detailed account. 

“As volunteer workers were giving 
a Spanish Bible to a tenant in a Har- 
lem apartment, detectives from the lo- 
cal precinct arrived to request a mother 
across the hall to accompany them to 
the station to identify her son, who 
had just been arrested in a gang dis- 
turbance. 

“The workers were part of a volun- 
teer group from Harlem churches co- 
operating with the New York Bible 
Society in a pilot project of Scripture 
distribution to one of the ‘trouble spots’ 
of the city figuring in recent outbreaks 
of juvenile delinquency. 

“In an 8-day period, thirty workers 
from a dozen churches in the area 
bounded by 110th and 125th streets, 
First and. Park avenues, co-operating 
with agents of the New York Bible 
Society, distributed over 15,000 Bibles, 
Testaments, and Scripture portions in 
English, Spanish, and Italian to resi- 
dents of this area. Instances where the 
free offer of these Scriptures was re- 


jected were extremely rare, andin many . 


homes the workers were told that they 
were the first to express any genuine 
concern for the spiritual welfare of those 
on whom they were calling. As a re- 
sult of the success of this pilot venture, 
the Society’s Board has voted to ex- 
tend the project to other crowded sub- 
stahdard areas of the city.” 
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Strange Co-operation.—In Des Moines, 
Iowa, the First Federated Church of- 
fered its premises to eighty-three sixth 
grade pupils of the Roman Catholic 
Trinity School when the new parochial 
school huilding was delayed in construc- 
tion. The chairman of the church board 
said, “We felt we should co-operate 
because we are very close and because 
it would be good for the community.” 

I wonder if the officers of this church 
are aware that the Roman Catholic 
teachers who will be leading classes 
on these premises will be teaching the 
children to offer prayers to the Virgin 
Mary, that the Pope is the head of the 
Church, and that the Protestants who 
meet in that church on the Lord’s Day, 
because they are not members of the 
Roman Catholic Church, are lost souls. 


The Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
opened its 1959-1960 academic year 
with an enrollment of 7,000 students. 
This includes more than 450 research 
students working for doctorate degrees, 
and approximately 2,500 freshmen. The 
university has two centers, the main 
one in Jerusalem and the School of Law 
and Economics at Tel Aviv. It is in- 
teresting to note that of the new stu- 
dents, 1,000 are enrolled in the faculty 
of Humanities, and only 400 in the 
division of Science. 

This academic year will witness the 
inauguration of two new institutes at 
the university—the Institute of Con- 
temporary Jewry, to be headed by Dr. 
Mosha Davis, 
Theological Semiriary of America (on 
a two-year leave of absence), and the 
Institute of Criminology. 

A tragic note in all of this is that in’ 
the war that brought about the for- 
mation of the State of Israel in 1948, 
Mount Scopus, a part of the Mount of 
Olives on which the original buildings 
of the Hebrew University stood, was 
assigned to the territory occupied by 
the Arabs, that is, a part of Jordan. 
The Jordanian Government has refused 
to allow the removal of the large li- 
brary of the original school to the new 
buildings in Jerusalem, Israel. Eleven 
years ago this was considered the great- 
est library in the whole of the Near 
East. I remember wandering about the 
stacks of the library on Mount Scopus 
in 1937, and seeing hundreds of books 
on Jegus Christ in the English language, 
catalogued and available for students, 
including the works of Edersheim, Far- 
rar, Geikie, etc. 


An Encyclopedia of Sin——A circular 
from a Roman Catholic Bureau of In- 
formation announces the publication in 
Rome. of a 900-page book entitled II 
Peccatio, a veritable encyclopedia of 
sin, edited by a group of Catholic cleri- 
cal and lay scholars. The preface to 
the work contains a statement by Pope 
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Lesson for January 24 


Pius XII that “the greatest sin of the 
world today is that men have started 
to lose the sense of sin.” “The book 
does not contain new moral principles. 
There are studies of new sins, however, 
new in the sense that they are typical 
of modern times. The book, for in- 
stance, discusses the moral responsi- 
bilities involved in adhering to traffic 
laws. It also considers the moral prob- 
lems connected with Communism.” 


Bibles on Two Great Ships.—A Brit- 
ish periodical, The Witness, reports that 
the two great ships, the Queen Mary 
and the Queen Elizabeth, now have 
copies of the Bible in all of their cab- 
ins, the first of the transatlantic liners 
to be so equipped. The following quo- 
tation is from a letter to the purser of 
the Queen Elizabeth from an Indian 
doctor: “This is just to say how happy 
I was to find a copy of the Bible on my 
table when I came on at Southampton. 
Although I am not a Christian, I find 
several things in the Holy Book which 
cleanse, inspire, and give strength, for 
example, the Sermon on the Mount, St. 
Matthew 5, 6, and 7.” 


The Return of Rachel’s Children.— 
How often experiences illuminate some 
text of the Scriptures that for years we 
have passed over rather lightly. .In a 
recent issue of Israel, My Glory, the 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen says in recount- 
ing his latest visit to Israel: 

“One ‘lovely morning (and which 
summer morning is not lovely in the 
Holy Land?) I went to see Ramath 
Rahel, which is within a stone’s throw 
of the Arab side of Jerusalem. Here 
one finds a _ breathtaking panoramic 
view of ancient Bethlehem and _ sur- 
roundings. 

“In the center of a small square there 
is a monument to Mother Rachel, in- 
spired by the text of Jeremiah 31:15: 
‘Rachel weeping for her children re- 
fused to be comforted for her children, 
because they were not.’ 

“Due to the early hour the place was 
deserted except for a lonely border 
guard. Suddenly a group of young- 
sters appeared on bicycles, coming for 
an outing. They were lovely boys and 
girls, tall, slim, sunburned, full of life 
and joy. 

“These children made me realize that 
God’s promise to Rachel, ‘Refrain thy 
voice from weeping .. ifor thy children 
shall come again’ (Jeremiah 31:16) was 
being fulfilled before my very eyes. 

“I will always cherish the memory of 
those youngsters as a visual proof of 
prophecy fulfilled. Rachel’s children 
are coming home from the Arab lands, 
from Africa, from Europe and the 
Americas, and indeed* from the four 
corners of the earth. They are return- 
ing singly, in families, or in whole com- 
munities.” 


Disaster Consciousness.—Most of us 
would have to confess that we read of 
disasters in faraway lands with a 
strange absence of genuine sympathy. 
In first seeing the account in the news- 
paper, we say to ourselves and others, 
“How terrible!” But in three or four 
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days the matter has entirely left our 
minds. I was made aware of this again 
in reading the latest issue of the Far 
East News Service, of which Dick Hillis 
is editor. In speaking of ‘the summer 
typhoon season, he says that in Korea 
alone, 1,000,000 people were left home- 
less, 35,000 buildings were destroyed, 
1,000 are known to have died, and 1,000 
more are missing. The Oriental Mis- 
sionary Society at Seoul reported 75 
of their churches damaged and 15 com- 
pletely demolished. 

All Christians should note—though it 
possibly never appeared in our news- 
papers—that the National Association 
of Evangelicals immediately undertook 
the provision of hot meals for 26,000 
people every day, and by the end of 
December, this will be increased to 
30,000. This program is being carried 
on through the operation of 137 feeding 
stations. 

Another typhoon, striking Japan, left 
more than 1,000,000 people homeless 
and destroyed 300,000 homes. World 
Vision, Inc., began sending tons of 
milk, food, and clothing for relief in 
*this stricken area. The opportunity for 
the distribution of Christian literature 
was not ignored. The Bible Society 
alone sent 10,000 Gospels for free dis- 
tribution. 


A Bold Warning Against Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.—Many of us would enthusi- 
astically commend the boldness of the 
Rev. Russell Ayres Pavy, pastor of the 
Memorial Baptist Church of Fresno, 
Calif., during a convention of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in that city. In the name of 
his church, Mr. Pavy bought two full 
columns in the local paper and printed 
a-statement headed, “Welcome Jehovah’s 
Witnesses to Fresno.” After speaking 
of his love for the city, and his belief 
that the Jehovah’s Witnesses had a right 
to teach and preach according to their 
convictions, as do all Americans, he 
continued, “As an American and a 
Christian, I am responsible for my 
neighbors and friends. I would be. dis- 
honest if I did not warn them of what 
you [Jehovah’s Witnesses] teach com- 
pared with what the Bible teaches. ... 
We invite you to worship with us. You 
will be treated courteously.” 

The remainder of the allotted space 
is divided into two sections, “The Bible 
Teaches .. .” and “Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Teach .. .” These sections in turn are 
divided as follows: Personality of the 
Godhead; Jesus Christ; the Holy Spirit; 
Sin; Redemption; Salvation; Retribu- 
tion. 

Two or three such advertisements in 
our daily papers would awaken mil- 
lions of people to the falsity of the 
teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses, and 
could be. used in saving many souls 
from following after these Satanic er- 
rors. 


A $12,000,000 Religious Film—One of 
the most widely viewed films of the, 
last half, century was “The King of 
Kings,” portraying the life of Christ 
(I myself. never saw it). A _ similar 
film is now being planned by Parlia- 
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ment Pictures Corporation, to cost 
$12,000,000, the third highest budget in 
movie history! The head of the com- 
pany is. Lord Malcolm Douglas Hamil- 
ton. One-third of the profits from this 
film will be assigned to charities and 
religious organizations, though accord- 
ing to the announcement those groups 
profiting from the film will be those 
which have pre-endorsed the script— 
a slightly unethical arrangement, it 
seems to me. The film will run for 
more than four hours. The filming will 
take place in Hollywood. and in«the 
desert region of California and Nevada. 

“The Ten Commandments” was pro- 
duced at a cost of $13,000,000, and 
“Ben Hur,” recently completed in Italy 
is said to have cost $15,000,000. It 
should be noted that two of the three 
most extravagant films relate directly 
to Biblical themes. 


Pocket Testament League Opposition 
in WVienna—The Pocket Testament 
League, with headquarters in Engle- 
wood, N. J., has recently reported that 
three of its members met with violent 
opposition when distributing Scriptures 
at the :Communist-directed Youth Fes- 
tival in Vienna. Sixty thousand young 
people were gathered for the opening 
rally on Sunday afternoon, July 26. 

“As the delegations assembled on one 
of the huge plazas, the P.T.L. team and 
others began to set up posters in Rus- 
sian, Chinese, Arabic,-and French which 
carried these words: “The Lord Jesus 
Christ is God. He came from Heaven; 
He died for our sins; He arose from the 
dead; He is coming again. Trust Him 
and have eternal life. He satisfies the 
soul.’ The crowd reacted immediately. 
Tempers flared, poles were set in place - 
to knock one Christian from the ‘top 
of his sound truck. The posters were 
snatched away, ripped to pieces, and 
trampled upon. Gospels of John were 
grabbed from team members and torn 
to shreds. Angry voices shouted, ‘Go 
home_ American imperialists!’ Before 
further violence, two huge vans of Aus- 
trian police drove up. The P.T.L. 
showed its permit to distribute the 
Scriptures. But preaching to the crowd 
and showing posters was seen to be 
impossible at the festival representing 
100 countries and called together under. 
the theme of ‘Peace and Friendship.’ 

“Tt was clear to see that the Com- 
munists were nervous about the first of 
such Festivals to be staged outside the 
Iron Curtain countries. Delegates from 
most countries were closely guarded 
and kept in quarters behind walled en- 
closures... . 

“It is probably fair to say that the 
120 million dollars pumped into the 
gigantic ‘show’ by the Communists did 
not accomplish all they hoped it would. 
But it did demonstrate once more to 
the P.T.L. team first, that Communism 
is bitterly opposed to the Gospel, and 
also that there are thousands of young 


-Communists with fire, enthusiasm, un- 


ashamedness, and dedication, ready to 
lay down their lives for a belief. We 
cannot hope to win these young people 
to Christ until we match and surpass 
their devotion.” 
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Witnessing to Jehovah's 
Witnesses 
(Continued from page 27) 


misuse God’s Word. The Witness has 
a textbook hidden in his Bible, en- 
titled, “Make Sure of All Things.” From 
it he will cite a Scripture, and then, if 
you let him, will weave Scripture into 
Scripture for a twenty-minute talk. 
Anything you might quote in rebuttal 
will be like “water off a duck’s back.” 

How to prevent his misuse of God’s 


Word? With his first mention of a 
Scripture stop him. Say, “Wait. I 
want to get my Bible.” Look up the 


Scripture he has cited; read it aloud. 
Continue after that to read the verses 
before that Scripture, and the verses 
after that Scripture. Read the context. 
The context, right before the Witness’s 
eyes, will dispel the misuse the Watch- 
tower has made of that Scripture. Do 
this as soon as the Witness mentions a 
Scripture. Do. it at every mention of a 
Scripture. You will be surprised how 
that destroys their chain preaching. 

If you have used the Gospel invita- 
tion, and the second time the: witness 
of God’s Word, and the Witness returns, 
then use my book, “Thirty Years a 
Watchtower Slave.” Own, read, and use 
this book. Mark all passages in it that 
deal with doctrinal and organizational 
changes. Put bookmarks into these 
pages for quick reference. 

When the Witness returns the second 
or third time, bring this book to the 
door. Read a passage and ask a ques- 
tion about it. The Witness may or 
may not be able to answer it. Men- 
tion several such passages. If he has 
difficulties, be kind. Don’t rub it in. 
Say, “Perhaps you would like to read 
this book and prepare your answers 
for me,” and then offer to lend it to 
him. That will surprise him. He will 
accept the book. Make him promise 
to bring it back at a definite date. This 
is important. Have your pastor or 
some other well-versed Christian there 
with you. 

, As he returns with the book, he will 
have consulted others about answers. 
Listen to some of his answers, but don’t 
enter into an argument. Courteously 
say, “I won’t argue’ the point, as no 
doubt you know more about your or- 
ganization than I do.” 

Now make your strong point. “But 
when it comes to the doctrines of the 
Bible, we in Christianity have not 
changed ‘the sound form of words’ that 
have come down to us from Christ 
Jesus, the apostles, and prophets. This 
book shows that you have done so 
many times.” 

“Do you know that hell is not the 
grave?” Now go into the presentation 
of your defense of the doctrines. 

“Let us look up Matthew 16:18.” 
Read the whole verse, but specially 
make this point, “And the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.” Ask 


him, “What are the gates of hell? Are . 


they hell?” 

Don’t wait for an answer, but draw 
his attention to Luke 16:22, 23, “And it 
came to pass, that the beggar died, and 
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was carried by the angels into Abra- 
ham’s bosom: the rich man also died, 
and was buried; and in hell he lift up 
his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom.” 

Continue: “Notice, the rich man got 
to hell. How? » Through death and the 
grave. These, then, were the gates by 
which he~entered hell. If death and 
grave are the gates of Hell, then the 
grave cannot be hell. 

“You Jehovah’s Witnesses say that 
you do not have a soul. Nor do you be- 
lieve that the soul is immortal.” 

Open the Bible at Revelation 6:9 and 
read it. When you have read it ask, 
“Would you agree with me that these 
people are dead? That they were 
killed?” The Witness will agree; it’s 
obvious. 

Only after he has agreed that they 
are dead, continue reading the 10th 
verse. When you have read it, ask, 
“Since they are dead, who or what is 
talking here?” He won’t know what to 


answer. You supply the answer, “The 


soul!” 

Continue, “You Witnesses say Jesu 
Christ is not God, the God. Woul 
you agree with me that Jesus died for 
us and our sins?” The Witness will 
agree. “Was Jesus man or God, or 
both?” He will reply “He was just 
man, a perfect man.” Open your Bible 
at Acts 20, and read the 28th verse 
where it says, in part, “To feed the 
church of God, which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood.” “Why does 
Paul say that God bought the Church 
with His own blood if Jesus was not 
God when He died and was resur- 
rected?” 

The Witness will always come back 
with, “We read in Colossians 1:15, 16 
‘Who is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of every creature: for by 
him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in the earth, vis- 
ible and invisible, whether they are 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: all things were created by 
him, and for him.’ Doesn’t this prove 
Jesus was created?” - 

Ignore that question, but say, “Do 
you agree that this world, and all things 
in it, were built by Jesus as His house, 
by Him and for Him, as the apostle 
says?” “Oh, yes, I can agree to that,” 
quickly chimes in the Witness. 

Then you reply, “Let us see what the 
Apostle Paul says in Hebrews 3:4.” 
Read, “For every house is builded by 
some man; but he that built all things 
is God.” “The Scripture you quoted in 
Colossians 1:15, 16, shows that all things 
(not just some as a man builds) were 
built by Christ Jesus. Here Paul shows 
that only God builds all things. Since 
you agree that it was Christ Jesus that 
built all things, we must conclude that 
Jesus is God.” 

All Christians who have a deep con- 
cern over lost souls, particularly of the 
cults, and who show that by obtaining, 
reading, and using my book, “Thirty 
Years a Watchtower Slave,” as above 
suggested, are invited to write me and 
ask for additional help. We are putting 








out, every three months, an issue of 
The Converted Jehovah’s Witness Ex- 
positor. If you write us, telling us how 
you are using the book, or asking to 
purchase a copy, we shall gladly put 
you on the mailing list of the Expositor, 
and will. regularly supply you with it. 
On its pages, many pointers such as 
those above will continuously be fea- 
tured, making for an effective witness. 

As you write us, qualifying by pos- 
sessing the book or obtaining it, we 
also will mail you, free, a copy of “An- 
other Gospel,” a thirty-four page book- 
let that will further show you how to 
witness effectively to Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. 4 

Jehovah’s Witnesses are well trained 
in preaching their gospel of the king- 
dom. You can effectively win them 
for Christ, by witnessing to them for 
Christ as to what He means to you. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ and the 
Word of God are your two most potent 
weapons for spiritual warfare. If you 
come to know the disabling techniques 
that pierce the mind of a soul and a 
brainwashed cultist, you can reach him 
more quickly. My book, and other 
means, stemming from knowing fully 
both sets of facts, will furnish and 
train you in them. May our Lord bless 
you as you win many Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses for Christ. 


YouncsTown, OHIO. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1960 


AVE you discovered what a valu- 

able tool THE SunpDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
International Unif6rm. Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
1960 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 
day. school sessions instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preparation. 

The 1960 Lesson List is prepared in 
a very convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and Gol- 
den Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1960 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for use? 

, Ordering a supply now will insure 
having your lists whenever you have 
need for them. They may be had for 
20 cents'a copy, $2 a dozen, or $16 a 
hundred, from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


January 9, 1960 
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Lesson for January 24 
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International Uniform ‘Lesson 





LESSON 4. JANUARY 24. THE CONVERTING POWER OF 
THE GOSPEL 


Acts 15:36 to 16:40; Philippians 2:12-18; printed text, Acts 16:13-15, 25-34 


Golden Text.—Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.—Acts 16:31 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 16:13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a 
river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat 
down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither. 

14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, 
of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard. us: 
whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the 
things which were spoken of. Paul. 

15 And when she was baptized, and: her household, she be- 
sought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she con- 
strained us. : >. 3 


25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang 
praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 

26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all 
the doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed. 

27 And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, 
and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and 


would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
been fled. 

28 But Paul cried with a loud. voice, saying, Do thyself no 
harm: for we are all here. 

29 Then ‘he called for a light, and sprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 

30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved? é 

31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 

32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to 
all that were in his house. 

33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, 
straightway. 

34 And when he had brought them into his house, he set 
meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all 
his house. 

Lessons based on’ International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

TEAM of four—Paul, Silas, Tim- 
A othy, and Luke—invaded the con- 

tinent of Europe to preach the 
Gospel. The door was closed for them 
to remain in Asia Minor (Acts 16:6). 
The man of Macedonia besought them 
in a vision to cross the arm of the 
Mediterranean Sea to Philippi. And 
now here they were in Greece, in the 
strength of the Lord, with a glorious 
message to proclaim. 

Several European firsts appear in the 
lesson. 

First, the first recorded missionary 
impact for Christ on the continent. 
What if the Holy Spirit had led the 
four men _ southeastward instead of 
northwestward? In that case would 
the Far East have heard the Gospel 
before America? 

Second, the first converts in Europe, 
Lydia and her household (16:14, 15). 
God has used many consecrated, hos- 
pitable women through the years to 
further the world-wide 
Christ. 

Third, the first opposition in Europe. 
The testimony of the demon-possessed 
girl and Paul’s exorcism of the evil 
spirit elicited the hostility of the mob 
(vv. 19, 22) and caused the imprison- 
ment of Paul and Silas (vv. 23,. 24). 

Fourth, the first miracles in Europe. 
God never abandons His beloved saints. 
Both the casting out of the spirit and 


later the earthquake were evidences of’ 


the divine presence and power. 
Fifth, the calling out of the first re- 
corded Christian group in Europe. The 





witness to. 


we we we we 


church of Philippi, to which years later 
Paul, a prisoner in Rome, addressed 
his touching Epistle, was probably com- 
posed to begin with of Lydia and her 
family, the girl from whom the demon 
had been driven, and the jailer and his 
household of faith (v. 33). 


Verse by Verse 
Acts 16:13.—‘. . . on the sabbath we 
went out of the city by a river side, 
where prayer was wont to be made 
. we sat down, and spake unto the 
women...” This is the first recorded 
Christian witness in Europe. Paul and 
his team went “without the gate” 
(Greek) of Philippi to the Gangites 
River nearby, concluding that they 
would find a Hebrew “place of prayer” 
(Greek) there. Apparently there was 
no synagogue in the military city of 


Philippi. When they “sat down” they 
assumed the _ position of Hebrew 
teachers (cf. Matt. 5:1; Acts 13:14). 

Verse 14—“. . .-.a certain woman... 


Lydia, a seller of purple, of Thyatira, 
which worshipped God, heard us: 
whose heart the Lord opened . . . she 
attended unto the things . . . spoken of 
Paul.” Thyatira, a city in the district 
of Lydia (Asia Minor, cf. Rev. 2:18), 
was famed for its purple dye products. 
Lydia was clearly a proselyte, fearing 
God and in fellowship with the Jews 
(cf. v. 13). Note: (1) Luke, the author 
of Acts,. was present (cf. “us”); (2) 
Paul was the chief spokesman; (3) the 
Lord prepared the heart of Europe’s 
first convert to receive the Gospel. 


Verse 15.—“. . . when she was bap- 


tized, and her household, she besought 
us ...If ye have judged me... faithful 
to the Lord, come into my house, and 
abide . 


. she constrained us.” Lydia 


was truly saved and later baptized. 
Observe that (1) she saw to it that her 
household heard the Word of God; (2) 
that she must have had some wealth 
as a seller of purple and owner of a 
home; (3) and that she was hospitable, 
willing to entertain four visitors. She 
urged them to visit her on the ground 
that when they examined her for bap- 
tism, she had stood the test of faithful 
loyalty to Christ. 

Verse 25.—“. . . at midnight Paul and 
Silas prayed, and sang praises unto 
God ... the prisoners heard them.” The 
verb form suggests continual prayer, 
praise, and listening. The testimony to 
the other prisoners must have been 
overwhelming. 

Verse 26.—“. . . suddenly there was a 
great earthquake . . . the foundations 
of the prison were shaken . . . all the 
doors were opened . every one’s 
bands were loosed.” God answered 
prayer! The prisoners’ chains were 
probably fastened to the massive prison 
rocks. When these were dislodged, the 
chains came loose and so did the door 
hinges. The timing of the earthquake 
and its immediate emancipating results 
proved it to be a miracle. 

Verse 27.—“. . the-keeper of the 
prison awaking out of ... sleep... 
seeing the prison doors open .. . drew 
out his sword, and would have killed 
himself, supposing that the prisoners 
had been fled.” Roman law dictated 
that if a prison keeper allowed his 
charges to escape, he would receive 
the punishment due them (cf. 12:19). 
The jailer, knowing this and seeking 
to preserve his honor, was about to 
commit suicide. 

Verse 28—*. . . Paul cried with a 
loud voice, ... Do thyself no harm: 
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for we are all here.” Paul shouted in 
time to prevent the suicide. The other 
prisoners, awed by the prayers and 
praise of Paul and Silas and dumb- 
founded by the swift, overpowering an- 
swer to their petitions, had not budged 
from their cells. 

Verse 29.—“Then he called for a light, 

. Sprang in, ... came trembling, and 
fell down before Paul and Silas... .” 
The jailer ordered “lights” (Greek, per- 
haps “torches”). Holding one of these 
in his hand, he leaped down into the 
subterranean cell, shaking like a leaf 
with terror, and prostrated himself be- 
fore the men. Surely, he felt, they 
must have been endued with divine 
power. 

Verse 30.—“. . brought them out, 
and said, Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” He assisted them to the upper 
level and on out to the prison court. 
“Sirs” is kurioi, the plural of kurios, 
“Lord’—a title of great respect. The 
jailer’s concern was not simply for phys- 
ical salvation from future earthquakes 
or Roman punishment. He had prob- 
ably heard that Paul and Silas were 
showing “the way of salvation” (v. 17): 
A sense of deep spiritual need engulfed 
him. Hence his question. 

Verse 31—‘“. . . they said, Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
ibe saved, and thy house.” Memorize 
this classic sentence. The jailer called 
the prisoners “lords.” They now point 
him to the Lord. “Believe” implies 
total trust. “Christ” is “Messiah.” As 
Lydia’s household, exposed to the Gos- 
pel as the result of her conversion, 
was saved (v. 15), so could the jailer’s 
be if his own faith in the Saviour was 
genuine. 

Verse 32.—“. . . they spake unto him 
.the word of the Lord, and to all that 
were in his house.” The missionaries 
did not let their pointed command go 
without explanation. They instructed 
the jailer and his family as to the pre- 
cise nature of faith and salvation, Im- 
agine the scene: bleeding men of God 
holding forth the Gospel to a Roman 
family. 

Verse 33.—‘. . . he took them the 
same hour of the night, and washed 
their stripes ... was baptized, he and 
all his, straightway.” When the jailer 
and his dear ones accepted Christ as 
Saviour, the teaching must have con- 
tinued as the missionaries prepared 
their new converts for baptism. As the 
Son of God had cleansed the jailer of 
his sins, so he in turn cleansed the 
wounds of those who had brought him 
to the Lord. A hostile Roman had be- 
come a beloved brother. 


Verse 34.—“. . . when he had brought 
them into his house, he set meat be- 
fore them .. . rejoiced, believing in 
God with all his house.” He brought 
them “up” (Greek) from the prison 
level. He set a “table” (literally) be- 
fore them and rejoiced exceedingly, 
“having believed” (Greek) in God. This 
was a joyous love feast. Faith in Christ 
is the condition of receiving the -Holy 
Spirit into the heart. Part of His fruit 
is joy (cf. Gal. 5:22). 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. January 17.—The Gospel Versus Le- 
galism, ....Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:1-16 


Next Week’s Lesson 


5. January 31.—Responses to the Gos- 
DAs scdei<ceoeais Acts 17; 1 Thessalonians 1, 2 











The Heart of the Lesson 


When people are saved they discover 
that in the energy of the Holy Spirit 
they are granted continued power to 
grow in grace, purity, and effective- 
hess in witnessing. Paul reminded his 
beloved friends in Philippi that this is 
gloriously true (cf. Phil. 2:12-18). 

But our -lesson describes the initial 
influence of the Gospel upon these 
Philippians when they first put their 
trust in the Saviour. Behold the power 
of the Gospel to woo, melt, and convert 
hearts and to bring entire households 
to the Lord (Acts 16:15, 33). 

God is always the one who converts. 
Never forget that. But He uses faith- 
ful witnesses to proclaim His message 
of salvation and to make men _ indi- 
vidually see their need of a Redeemer. 

It was God who opened Lydia’s heart 
(v. 14). It was God who drove the evil 
spirit out of the wretched girl (cf. v. 
18); Paul was simply the instrument. 
It was God who brought the trembling 
jailer to ask, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?” (v. 30.) In every conti- 
nent and age God has His people whom 
He draws to Himself. 

But He normally uses 
achieve His purposes. 
Paul and Silas availed theniselves of 
the divine means at their disposal. 

First, they prayed (vv. 13, 16, 25). 
In each case the ‘Lord wondrously an- 
swered their prayers. 

Second, they taught the Word (vv. 
14, 21, 32). Before any European con- 
verts were admitted to baptism they 
had to be carefully instructed in the 
essentials of the faith. 


people to 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


VER what did Barnabas and Paul 
disagree? 

2. What four men ronan the new 
missionary team? 

3. What door was closed to Christian 
testimony by the Holy Spirit? 

4. To what country and continent 
is the Gospel. now taken, for the first 
time mentioned in the Bible? 

5. Who was the first convert in this 
continent and what was her occupation? 

6. What was the occasion of the im- 
prisonment of Paul and Silas? 

7. What two households in Philippi 
were led to Christ? 

8. Why was the horrified jailer about 
to commit suicide? 

9. Why did Paul refuse to “go in 
peace” out of the prison? (16: 36.) 

10. What connection is there between 
Paul’s experiences in Philippi, his writ- 
ing of Philippians, and a prison? 

(Answers on page 40) 


In reaching men,’ 








Third, they pointed men to Christ 
(v. 31). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The initial stages of the second mis- 
sionary journey (Acts 15:36 to 16: 
5) 

2. The journey to Europe (16:6-11) 

3. The experiences in Philippi (vv. 12- 
40) 

4. Subsequent advice to Philippian be- 
lievers (Phil. 2: 12-18) 


Topics for Development 


Working Out Our Own Salvation 
(Phil. 2:12). Try to understand Paul’s 
meaning. Taken out of its context, the 
words seem to imply that a lost sinner 
may achieve his own salvation by his 
works. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. Salvation is all of grace. 

Paul explicitly states that “it is God 
which worketh in you” (Phil. 2:13). 
It is by, His “good pleasure,” not our 
own will power, that we are saved. 
Then what is meant by “working out 
our own salvation’? 

When we were saved, the seed of 
salvation, as it were, was planted by 
God in our hearts. But now that we 
are saved by His grace, we must tend 
the new plant in the power of the Holy 
Spirit and cultivate it that it might 
bring forth fruit to the glory of God. 
We must “work out” in daily living the 
divinely “inworked” or implanted seed. 


Practical Applications 


Barnabas and Paul disagreed sharply 
about John Mark (Acts 15:37-39). They 
separated. We hear no more about 
Barnabas’s work in Cyprus. But we can 
be sure. that God blessed his labors. 
Later, close contact was re-established 
between Paul and Mark (cf. 2 Tim. 4: 
11). Christians may not always agree 
in matters of policy, but the work of 
the Lord continues to move forward. 
God, not man, is in charge of the ex- 
tension of His Kingdom. 

Are we obedient to our missionary 
vision? (16:10.) When God calls us 
into our Macedonias, do we = hesitate 
and count the cost, or do we take ship 
and sail? 

Paul seemed to have little influence 
with the Roman magistrates; he landed 


in jail! But his power in prayer was 
mighty; an earthquake jarred the 
prison! Prayer is ever the believer’s 


weapon “to the pulling down of strong 
holds” (2 Cor. 10:4). 

Memorize Acts 16:25. When the mid- 
night of pain, sorrow, or disappoint- 
ment overwhelms your soul, when your 
body is racked with suffering and your 
future is uncertain, can you still pray 
and sing the praises of the Lord? 

Hold “forth the word of life” (Phil. 
2:16) in your daily mood and attitude, 
and in your loving, persistent, faithful 
testimony to people God sends across 
your path. 


Golden Text 

Acts 16:31.—*. Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved ...” The nature of belief is a 
total response of mind, heart, and will 
to the Saviour, understanding that He 
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Lesson for January 24 


is the Son of God who died for our 
sins and truly trusting Him. The focus 
of belief: He is Lord, worthy of our 
worship and loyalty; Jesus, who saved us 
from sin; and Christ, the Anointed One, 
the Messiah. The result of belief: sal- 
vation from sin, eternal death, and hell. 
The verse is, a classic. Memorize it, 
always remember where it is found, 
and use it in your witnessing. 
MEDIA, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcESTED HYMNS 


“Tell Me the Old, Old Story’ 
“In Loving Kindness Jesus Came” 
“Let Jesus Come Into Your Heart” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose love reaches forth 
through Christ to all, we thank Thee 
for those who have responded to Thy 
loving call, and pray that today many 
more may do so. Give us who know 
the Saviour more concern for the lost 
and a deeper devotion to our Lord. 
Guide us this new week into those good 
works Thou hast for us to do and bless 
us therein that we may be a blessing. 
Prosper the taking of Thy Gospel to all 
nations and let such as are opposed or 
ill-treated for serving Christ find cour- 
age, help, and deliverance. Increase 
greatly the output and distribution of 
Christian literature for the millions 
learning to read and use the written 
Word to reach many with the Gospel 
and turn them to Christ. Toward the 
sick and the sad, the needy and the 
tried be gracious and help them through 
their troubles, To us give strength to 
overcome temptation and do our duty. 
Forgive aught that grieves Thy Spirit 
in our lives, and make us careful to 
avoid all stain of sin. These mercies 
grant us through Christ, our Saviour. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There was nothing 
to capture general attention in Lydia’s 
quiet conversion, but it took an earth- 
quake to bring the jailer to Christ. 
Some people turn to Christ much as 
Lydia did “whose heart the Lord 
opened” to the Gospel. Later they may 
hear of others whose conversion story 
is striking and they may wonder if their 
quiet turning to Christ is the real thing 
after all. But dramatic circumstances 
are not the making of a true conversion. 
Real conversion is the turning of the 
heart to Christ and trusting Him. It 
was not the accompanying earthquake 
that made the jailer a Christian, but 
just trusting himself to Christ. Other 
people marveled at the earthquake 
without being converted. 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departntents: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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It matters not if you have no striking 
conversion story to relate. What counts 
is that, like both Lydia and the jailer, 
your heart has opened, to Jesus Christ. 
The proof that one has opened his heart 
to Christ lies in the difference of life 


FROM CHRIST IN TH 
COMES LOVE 


afterward. Lydia’s generous hospitality 
to the missionaries and the jailer’s kind- 
ness in relieving their sufferings showed 
them both to be changed people. Christ 
said, “By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another” (John 13:35). 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
. By Tom M. Olson 


“, .. we sat down, and spake unto 
the women .. .” (Acts 16:13).—The 
Lord’s time for Europe to hear the 
Gospel of Christ had arrived. His mes- 
sengers were specially guided by Him 
to Philippi, “the chief city of that part 
of Macedonia.” 

It was an insignificant beginning; for 
there was no mention of a synagogue 
in that colony—just a-spot beside the 
Gangites River, “where prayer was 
wont to be made.” 

When Paul and his companions called 
at the place, they saw “the women 
which resorted thither”—but no men! 

Had Paul been a man given to doubt, 
he might have said: “I have misinter- 
preted the Lord’s leading in this matter; 
for it was a man who stood and prayed 
in the vision I had, and who said, ‘Come 
over into Macedonia, and help us’ (v. 
9). There is no man here, so this must 
be a mistake.” 

Paul had prayerfully sought the 
Lord’s guidance for his path. Luke 
says, “After he [Paul] had seen the 
vision, immediately we endeavoured to 
go. into Macedonia, assuredly gathering 
that the Lord had called us for to 
preach the gospel unto them” (v. 10). 
So, without doubt, fear. or hesitancy, 
they started in to fulfill their mission. 

One look at the women gathered at 
the riverside satisfied them that the 


preaching time had not come; but this’ 


was an opportunity of another sort, so 
they sat down and talked to the women. 
An informal, conversational service can 
be as effective as a preaching service— 
as many preachers, teachers, and mis- 
sionaries have discovered to their de- 
light! 

The Lord Jesus talked to one woman 
at Sychar’s well to the amazement of 
His disciples (John 4:27). Think of the 
results of that conversation! 

“.. Lydia . .. attended unto the 
things which were spoken of Paul” 
(Acts 16:14).—The first convert in Eu- 
rope was a woman from Thyatira, in 
Asia Minor, evidently a Jewish proselyte; 
for it is said, she “worshipped God.” 
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She made her living selling the purple 
dye obtained from shellfish. 
There was nothing dramatic in 
Lydia’s conversion. The Lord opened 
her heart—which He is willing to do in 
the case of every person predisposed 


‘to listen to His Word. Then Lydia at- 


tended unto the things spoken. She 
acknowledged Jesus as her Lord and 
Saviour. 

The work was quiet, but real and 
deep. She and her household were 
baptized, and immediately she opened 
her home to the Lord’s servants. 

It is our conviction that a consider- 
able amount of reward for the great. 
work accomplished at Philippi will be 
given to Lydia for her example, testi- 
mony, and hospitality. - 

When Milan Cathedral was finished, 
in the vast throng of people assembled 
to witness the dedication was a little 
girl who was heard to cry out in child- 
ish glee, as she pointed to the great 
edifice, “I helped to build that!” “What!” 
exclaimed one of the guards who was 
standing in brilliant uniform. “Show 
me what you did.” “I carried the din- 
ner pail for my father while he worked 
up yonder,” she replied. Her part, 
though humble, helped to complete the 
plans of the architect. 

“And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake .. .” (Acts 16:26).—What 
varied means the Lord uses to bring 
people to conviction! In Lydia’s case 
He quietly but effectively opened her 
heart; now He uses an earthquake—a 
great one—to soften the hard heart of 
the jailer, who was a near suicide! 
Many a person has been awakened to 
his lost condition through an accident, 
bereavement, ill health, or an emer- 
gency of some kind. 

It took World Wars to reveal to mul- 
titudes of young people the uncertainty 
of life and the necessity of being pre- 
pared for eternity. 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house” 
(Acts 16:31)—At long last—after 
“many. days” (v. 18)—we see a man of 
Macedonia! He was the warden of the 
prison and accustomed to handling 
hardened criminals. We see him at the 
feet of Paul and Silas asking for help, 
as in Paul’s vision. 

Had he first heard of salvation from 
the demon-possessed woman who cried, 
saying, “These men are the servants of 
the most high God, which shew unto us 
the way of salvation’? Or had he 
listened to the words of the songs of 
praise which his strange prisoners sang 
before he fell asleep? 

We know not where he first heard 


-about being saved, but now he des- 


perately wanted to be saved. 

The jailer was told to believe the re- 
port of God’s love providing the Saviour 
who died for our sins and rose for our 
justification. He and every member of 
his household believed and were saved. 

Then faith was manifested by works. 
The jailer washed the prisoners’ stripes 
and was baptized and set food before 
the evangelists! 


Wawona, CALIF. 








34 (14) 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there was great excite- 
ment in Philippi. Not since Octa- 


- vian and Mark Antony’s Roman legions 


went tearing through the town to de- 
feat the armies of Brutus and Cassius, 
nearly a hundred years before, had 
Philippi been so shaken up; and all 
because two inoffensive looking Jews 
had quietly walked in there and told 
about Jesus Christ. They had come over 
the winding road from Neapolis, nine 
miles distant on the seashore, where 
they had landed in a ship from Asia. 
One who heard their message was a 
poor crazy girl, a fortuneteller. Her 
heart was. changed-and she became 
Sane and normal. It put an end to 
her fortunetelling, and this enraged 
her: masters, who had Paul and Silas 
arrested and put in prison. 

That created some stir, but it was 
nothing compared to what was. to fol- 
low. The jailer took particular pains 
to make his prisoners secure, putting 
them in an inside cell and making their 
feet fast in the stocks. These fellows 
looked so unworried that he probably 
suspected they had a well-laid plan to 
escape. The jailer was further sur- 
prised to hear the two prisoners sing- 
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ing—actually singing some of their 
hymns, though they must have been in 
great discomfort. : 

Away into the night they sang. The 
other prisoners heard them and mar- 
veled. Surely these new jailbirds had 
something which they, the old ones, did 
not possess. The jailer, as he retired, 
doubtless said to his wife, “There’s 
something uncanny about those two 
men; here it is midnight and they are 
singing and going on like schoolboys 
on a picnic excursion!” 

He hadn’t been asleep long, when a 
brick fell out of the mantelpiece near 
the jailer’s bed, and the furniture be- 
gan to dance around the room. Mrs. 
Jailer screamed and the children began 
to cry in terror. The door creaked and 
pushed off its hinges, falling slam-bang 
to the floor. A flash of lightning put a 
photograph on the jailer’s staring eye 
which he never got rid of to his dying 
day. The prison walls were cracked 
and falling, the doors were down and 
the prisoners were groping about. Alas, 
poor jailer, the thing of all most 
dreaded was about to happen—his pris- 
oners would escape! Earthquakes were 
bad enough, but the sudden thought he 
got of himself answering to the Gover- 
nor next morning with his life as pen- 
alty for the escape of those put in his 
charge was more than he could bear. 
Reaching for his sword, he placed it, 
hilt to the ground, to fall upon its point 
and end his life right there; then he 
heard a clear voice coming through the 
darkness: “Stop! Don’t do that! We’re 
all here; nobody wants to get away.” 

It was one of those psalm-singing 
Jews! He recognized his voice at once, 
and putting up his sword, he called to 
his wife to light the lamp and bring it; 
then he rushed into the cell where Paul 
and Silas stood, their feet free from 
the stocks and hands unmanacled, and 
fell down on his face before them. 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
The jailer was thinking of the peril 
of his soul, for like a flash it had been 
revealed to him that these men were 
from God. 

Paul’s answer came quick and true: 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” 
“And thy house,” for Paul saw behind 
the jailer his crouching, trembling wife 
and children. Paul told them all about 
it then, and as the blessed truth came 
into their hearts, they stopped trem- 
bling and began to find a new hope in 
Jesus and a new joy in service. Im- 
mediately the jailer and his wife got 
basins of water and washed the bruised 
stripes on the backs of the men. They 
must have seen in those stripes the suf- 
fering Saviour’s wounds which they 
would like to soften—very differently 
they had viewed them the evening be- 
fore. Then and there Paul baptized 
the whole household, and quickly after- 
ward the jailer straightened the tum- 
bled-down kitchen stove and Mrs. Jailer 
cooked something good and savory for 
the men of God to eat. 

Fellows, it ends like a fairy tale, 
which says, “And they lived happily 
ever after,” for the record says the 





jailer “rejoiced, believing in God with 
all his house.” And in this one word 
“rejoice” I would like to pass on to you 
the wonderful and fine thing in today’s 
lesson. Rejoicing puts the climax of 
satisfaction of joy into any experience, 
Let it stand the test proof of rejoicing 
and you’ve got the true value. If be- 
lieving in and serving Jesus Christ 
could bring rejoicing to a jailer and 
his household under such circumstances, 


surely then we can better understand | 


the force of Paul’s word to Timothy 
when he speaks of “the living God, 
who giveth us richly all things to en- 
joy.” 

Here is a jailer. A jailer’s office at 
best would not be much of a place in 
which to rejoice. His life is in jeopardy 
when his prisoners escape. His jail is 
cracked wide open, the doors are down, 
and he cannot shut them. The pris- 
oners are walking about. At daylight 
he must reckon with the authorities, 
Yet he is rejoicing. And the secret of 
his rejoicing is in his believing—be- 
lieving in God. 

Fellows, it means everything to be- 
lieve in God—to believe like the Philip- 
pian jailer did. He not only accepted 
Christ and was baptized but he im- 
mediately began to minister to Christ's 
servants. It was the one way in which 
he could in those first moments of his 
belief express his faith—and he did it. 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren ye 
have done it unto me.” 

This is the thing that is crowned by 
rejoicing. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IODAY we learn Question and An- 

swer 4 on our Scripture Catechism 
Card: “Is God good?” “There is none 
good ~-but one, that is, God” (Mark 10: 
18). 

This morning we will read one of 
the most exciting chapters in the Bible: 
a riverside prayer meeting, a woman 
with an open heart, a shouting girl, 
wicked men, stupid rulers, cruel beat- 
ings, midnight singing, a great earth- 
quake, and marvelous conversions! 

Watch for these things as we read 
Acts 16, and answer the following ques- 
tions: (1) Where did Paul find Tim- 
othy? (2) What kind of reputation 
did young Timothy have? (3) Why 
did Paul and his friends not go to Asia 
Minor to preach? (4) What did the 
Macedonian man in Paul’s vision say? 
(5) Why did Paul and his friends im- 
mediately start for Macedonia? (6) 
Who attended the riverside prayer 
meeting in Philippi? (7) Who opened 
Lydia’s heart to the Gospel? (8) Where 
did she invite Paul and his party to 
stay? (9) Who followed Paul and Silas 
along the street, shouting about them? 
(10) What did Paul do? (11) Wh 
were Paul and Silas arrested? (12) 
How were they tréated in the prison? 
(13) What did they do at midnight? 
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Lesson for January 24 


(14) How did the earthquake set them 
free? (15) Why did the jailer plan to 
commit suicide? (16) How did Paul 
stop him? (17) “What did the jailer 
ask Paul and Silas? (18) What did they 
answer? ‘ (19) What did the jailer do 
that proved he was truly converted? 
(20) Why did the magistrates of Philippi 
come to the jail to escort Paul and 
Silas out? 

Here is the story for someone to tell 
next time: 


PRISON OPENED BY EARTHQUAKE 


God sent Paul and Silas to Philippi 
to preach the Gospel. They found that 
some women there met every Sabbath 
by the riverside to have a prayer meet- 
ing. When Paul and Silas explained 
the Gospel to them, a wealthy business- 
woman named Lydia was converted. 
When she and her household were bap- 
tized, she begged Paul and those with 
him to stay at her home while in 
Philippi. So they did. 

But when Paul and Silas were on the 
way to prayer meeting, a girl with an 
evil spirit followed them _ shouting, 
“These men are the servants of the 
most high God, which shew unto us 
the way of salvation.” She did this for 
many days. Finally Paul turned and 
said to the evil spirit, “I command 
thee in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her.” The wicked spirit 
came out at once, and the girl was well. 

Wicked men had made a slave of this 
girl because she told people’s fortunes 
for money, which the men kept. Now 
that the evil spirit was gone from her, 
they saw that they would not make any 
more money out of her. This made 
them so angry they dragged Paul and 
Silas before the rulers of Philippi, say- 
ing that they were causing great trou- 
ble in the city. 

The rulers ordered that Paul and 
Silas be beaten and put into a dungeon 
where they could not possibly escape. 
So after they were cruelly beaten, they 
were put into the worst cell in the 
prison with their feet fastened into 
stocks so they could not even change 
position. But they did not weep and 
groan. They prayed to God and sang 
praises to Him, and the other prisoners 
heard them. 

God heard them, too. 
was a great earthquake! All the prison 
doors were opened, and everyone’s 
chains fell off. . The jailer awakened, 
and seeing the prison doors’ open, 
thought the prisoners must have es- 
caped. He decided to kill himself, be- 
cause the Romans tortured and killed 
any jailer who allowed his prisoners 
to escape. But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, “Do thyself no harm: for ‘we 
are all here.” 

Then the jailer called for a light 
and sprang trembling into the dungeon 
where Paul and Silas were. He fell 
down before them exclaiming, “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?” They 
answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house.” The jailer and all his fam- 
ily were saved and baptized that very 
night! 


Suddenly there 
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“The Ideal Investment 
for a Woman” 


A stable lifetime income * no investment worries or expenses 


large tax savings * and great Christian satisfaction 


Women know how important it is to have 
peace of mind. That is why so many of 
them invest: their savings in American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreements, often 
starting with as little as $100. 


They receive an immediate income— 
not deferred until old age, as with conven- 
tional types of annuity. And these pay- 
ments, unlike dividends, which increase 


throughout the life of a survivor if ‘so 
desired. 


Because this Christian plan—in opera- 
tion over 100 years—helps support the 
work of the Sociéty in translating and 
distributing the Scriptures wherever the 
need exists—you share in this great mis- 
sion when you invest this way. 














income tax, actually reduce it substan- ee ee 
tially because over 80% of this annuity . Prompt, full payments . 
income may be tax free. ° without fail ° 

This income is lifelong, unfailing and : for over a century te 
unchanging—and may also continue Coe cesececccsces AN e 

INCOME 
aun com exsl exid can cum ean Gun pun mend anaes ap enn dee eee AssuRED Eas 
, | 
| End Worry| AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY | 
| With aa 450 Park Avenue, New York 22,’N. Y. 
| ABS. | Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-10 
| entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
Annuity 

| O Mr. 
| Agreement | OC] Mrs. 
| | Name (1 Miss 
| ' | 
| | Address 
} SEND COUPON | 
aa City Zone State 
l al ae 
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ONCE IN A LIFETIME 


Sidney Correll Tour of Europe and Holy Land 
September 8, 1960 
For information write: Box 8, Dayton 5, Ohio 





CUT-OUT LETTERS 






OF DURABLE COLORED CARDBOARD 


pod poy 33 capitals, 180 letters & numb ng 
13% manuscript, 240 letters per set 
50-4"? capitals, i per set. Red, black, white, 
green, yellow & blue. Only one color & size per 
set. Order by mail or _write for free samples. 
C.O.D. is o.k. Satisf 
MUTUAL AIDS, Bept. 31 


1946 Hillhurst Los nth ey 27, Calif. 


AGE OF ACCOUNTABILITY 


Every pastor, teacher, and parent should read this lovely 
booklet on the Age of Accountability. Sound and Scriptural. 
Nothing else like it. Only 15c each; $1.65 a doz. 

TO THE NEW BABY’S MOTHER—Attractive greeting 
booklet with an —— message for new mothers. With 
mailing envelope, 

——" PLANNELGRAPH BACKGROUNDS. $1.25 
and up. 





















At your Christian Bookstore, or 
BIBLE & GIFT SHOP 


146 Second Ave. S. Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We.-are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
= uests received -in every mail from 

Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of the original 1879 
revised editions of the famous MeGuffey’s Readers have 
been completed and you can now purchase exact copies at the 
following low prices POSTPAID: 

















ist Reader... $2.25 4th Reader... $3.25 
2nd Reader..._.......$2.50 5th Reader... 
8rd Reader........... $2.75 6th Reader........... $3. 75 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-1, Rowan, lowa 





THE LORD IS WORKING 
inte HOLY LAND — 














Rev. poets ‘Rosenberg, Founder and Sone 
Director, with two of our orphans 
Our obligations to needy children increase. 
Conditions there are the Lord’s challenge 
for your cooperation, prayers and help. 
“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 
ING HANDS?” 
HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 
xe 
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The next day the rulers of Philippi 
set Paul and Silas free. They went 
back to Lydia’s house and told her and 
the other Christians how the jailer and 
his family had been saved. Then they 
said, “Good-by,” and went to another 
city to preach the Gospel. 


This is an excellent story to learn 
how to tell, because, if you tell it to 
unsaved children, you can stress the 
way of salvation. If you tell it to saved 
children, you can stress how Paul and 
Silas prayed and praised instead of 
grumbling and complaining; and how 
God used this to help others to get 
saved, and to get Paul and Silas out of 
prison. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for eg ng = illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The. Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Saved in Three Minutes.—Believe on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved (Acts 16:31, Golden Text). 
Coming from a service, a messenger 
met me requesting that I go to a neigh- 
boring- house to see a young man near 
his end. I hurried there, and, knowing 
the time was short, came at once to the 
all-important,subject, and said, “My dear 
friend, I see that you are very ill. Are 
you prepared for what may be before 
you?” “Oh, if I only were!” he cried, 
with a blending of importunity and 
despair. “If I could be spared two or 
three weeks I might be prepared; but 
the doctor tells me I can live only a few 
hours.” “Three weeks in order to be 
saved!” I exclaimed. “Let me tell you 
how you can be saved in three min- 
utes.” So saying, I opened the Bible 
and read John 1:12. “If I gave you 
this gold watch,” I asked, “how long 
would it take you to receive it? Could 
you not take it at once?” He assented 
that he could. “The gift of God is 
eternal life,” I said, again reading from 
the Bible. “What have you to do with 
a gift? Do you buy it, or beg it, or 
wait a long time to be prepared to ac- 
cept it? Will you take Christ, God’s 
gift, just now?” “But how can I take 
Him? Tell me actually the way to do 
it,” he exclaimed. Turning to Romans 
10:9, I said, “Here we have the way 
told exactly: ‘If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.’ Now, if you want to be saved, 
just accept the Lord Jesus as your 
Saviour, and tell Him that you do so.” 








Remember it is the very time for 
faith to work when sight ceases. The 
greater the difficulties, the easier for 
faith; as long as there remain certain 
natural prospects, faith does not get on 
even as easily as where natural pros- 
pects fail—George Mueller. 


_writer of this column had just mimeo- 
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Late that night he passed away. Al- 
most his last words were: “Isn’t it won- 
derful? He showed me how I could be 
saved in three minutes, when I thought 
I must have weeks.”—From Dr. A. J. 
Gordon. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. Prize illustration. 








Poor Preparation—On the Sabbath 
we went ... where prayer was wont to 
be made (Acts 16:13). Recently the 
writer’s father slipped away into the 
better world. It happened on a Mon- 
day as he was working with his flowers, 
On Sunday morning he was not feeling 
well, but insisted on going to His Sun- 
day school and church. To a daughter 
he remarked, “One of these Sundays 
is going to be my last in this world, 
and I want to be in church that Sun- 
day.” By a strange coincidence the 



















graphed his communion letter to his 
parishioners, and, without knowing of 
his father’s remark, had included this 
quotation: “It is a poor preparation for 
one’s first Sunday in eternity to have 
misspent one’s last Sunday on earth.” 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by J. 
W. Philp, Demorest, Ga. 






Modern Preaching in Prison.—The 
prisoners heard them (Acts 16:25). 
Paulino and Jaime, Bible school stu- 
dents, were marched off to Quimbaya 
jail in the midst of Sunday school, 
which they were conducting. That 
afternoon they preached to the fifty- 
eight prisoners. Many said they had 
never heard of the Gospel or seen the 
Bible or heard it read. At nightfall 
the prisoners went to their cells to be 
locked in. Jaime, eighteen years old, 
was a little nervous, but Paulino en- 
couraged him with God’s promises and 
reminded him that the brethren would 
be praying. They sat up most of the 
night—there are no beds in Quimbaya 
jail—explaining the way of salvation 
to the six men in the cell with them. 
The next morning they held another 
service for the prisoners and sang 
hymns of praise to God. Six men prom- 
ised to follow the Lord. This is the 
kind of persecution that continues in a 
modern world, 1959, and in a modern 
country, Colombia. The reason for 
their arrest was given by the mayor: 
“Preaching a Gospel to corrupt the 
morals of the Colombian children and 
forcing said children to enter the Prot- 
estant service.’—Abridged from Alli- 
ance Witness. Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Cowper’s Deliverance.—Do thyself no 
harm (Acts 16:28). William Cowper, 
the great hymn writer, in hypochondria, 
resolved to take his own life, and rode 
the River Thames, but found a man 
seated on some goods at the very point 
from which he expected to spring. He 
rode back to his home and that night 
threw himself upon his own knife, but 
the blade broke. Then he hanged him- 
self from the ceiling, but the rope 
parted. No wonder that, when God 
had mercifully delivered him from that 
awful dementia, he sat down and wrote 
that memorable hymn: 
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Lesson for January 24 


God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. . 


Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan work in vain; 

God is His own interpreter. 
And He will make it plain. 


—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Let Him Do the Saving.—What must 
I do to be saved? (Acts 16:30.) Some 
time ago while bathing in the Atlantic, 
and possessing little swimming skill, 
we were seized by a vicious undertow. 
Almost before we knew it had hap- 
pened, we found ourselves far out in 
deep waters. Fortunately, a lifeguard 
was nearby in a boat, and as he jumped 
into the waves and came over to _us, we 
frantically seized hold of him. Sharply 
he commanded, “Let yourself go and 
stop your struggling!” We saw the 
- secret of being saved. We had to let 
This is ex- 
actly what God demands. He expects 
no struggle or effort on our part. He 
demands no payment. He wants us 
simply to “let” Him do ‘the saving.— 
From the Prophetic News. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


When He Opened the Door.—And 
they spake unto him the word of the 
Lord (Acts 16:32). On a hospital visit, 
I stopped at the bed of a Japanese 
man. His English was terribly broken 
and it was hard to carry on a conver- 
sation with him. At the mention of 
the word “God” he uttered some partial 
sentences that gave me to understand 
that his Shinto religion was not satis- 
factory. He mentioned the word “sac- 
rifice.” He knew what the word meant. 
He had heard of Jesus, and I explained 
that Jesus was our sacrifice for sin. 
His old religion had equipped him to 
understand the idea of a sacrifice for 
sin. My problem then was to impress 
on him that Jesus was a sacrifice for 
his sin. He said he had seen a picture 
of Jesus and I asked, “Where?” He 
told me on a bus. After a few more 
words from him, I decided he had 
seen Warner Sallman’s “Christ at the 
Door.” You should have seen his face 
when I said, “That door .. . your heart,” 
and tapped him on his heart, I fol- 
lowed with, “You pray—you tell Him 
—come in.” Before I could bow, he 
almost shouted, “My God, my God, I 
You come in!” The tears 
ran down his cheeks; his eyes glowed. 
I am sure this man from the Land of 
the Rising Sun was transformed by 
the Son from the Land that never 
Grows Old—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Unlimited Resources.—And he took 
them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes (Acts 16:33). A 
few nights ago I was walking along a 
dark street near the Chicago River 
when a holdup man suddenly stepped 
in front of me and demanded my 
money. I had spent my last cent that 
morning for breakfast, so of course the 
robber found no money on me, but in 
Mmy~-purse he found this check, which 


I always carry, on the “Bank of Riches . 
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“We are backing 
Moody students 


... With our prayers 
and annuity dollars 






. .. and like other annuitants, we’re overjoyed 
with the double dividends!” 


These young people, just as thousands of Moody Bible Institute graduates 
before them, are preparing for lives of Christian service . . . as missionaries, 
pastors, teachers and other church workers. They’re preparing to bring the 
message of salvation to the unsaved at home—and to the multitudes in foreign 
lands who have never heard the good news! 

Tuition-free training is made possible for these students by faithful stewards 
who are placing money and securities in Moody Annuities. This plan has been 
in effect for more than half a century—and not once in all these years has the 
Institute ever missed or been late with a single check, 

By placing your money in Moody Annuities Now, you will be assured of a 
regular, guaranteed income as long as you live (up to 844% return, depending 
on your age). And in addition to the generous income, you, too, will experience 
the joy and peace of mind that come from having a very real part in spreading 
the gospel through Moody’s world-wide ministries. 





«+. and may we also suggest for your consideration the 


Moody Deposit Agreement Plan 


1 LY, INTEREST 
currently paying 2/0 per year 


In this plan, you are guaranteed the current rate of 314% per annum—with 
the privilege of withdrawal in case of emergency. Deposits, in multiples of 
$100, may be made at any time. Check coupon for further information. 


MAIL COUPON TODAY FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION 


Write: Annuity Department Dept. S-0-42-1 | 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois 


Please send me, without obligation, completé information relating to: 











(0 Moody Annuity Plan. (0 Moody Deposit Agreements. O Wills. 
Name. Age. 
Address. 
City. Zone. State. 
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in Christ Jesus.” Because it was dark 
the man could not see what the check 
was, so he asked me if it were good. 
Seeing an opportunity to witness for 
the Lord, I replied that if he had the 
proper endorsement he would be a 
wealthy man. Then, going to the street 
light, I explained the check to him and 
told him if he would let the blood of 
Jesus Christ cover his sin he would 
also have access to the resources in 
Jesus’ bank. At first he was angry, 
then he was greatly convicted, and 
kneeling with me behind a signboard 
he accepted Christ as his Saviour. He 
was filled with joy. Then, throwing 
his gun in the river, he togk me to a 
restaurant and gave me a much-needed 
meal. The next morning I found a 
good job, and am more than sure that 
the resources of Jesus’ bank are un- 
limited. There is enough for all— 
enough for me and for my new friend— 
the ex-holdup man.—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


we 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Refusing To Run Away 
(Acts 16:25-34) 
AN you tell nine things about love 
in the right order? (On the black- 
board represent the last Memory Verse, 
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1 Cor. 13:4, 5, A.S.V., by blanks, plac- 
ing each predicate statement on a sep- 
arate line, and writing in beforehand 
the word “love” in its three occurrences 
and the word “and.”) More important 
than being able to say this long verse 
and getting a star on your bookmark 
is the answer to the question: Did you 
live it? Did you find loving and Chris- 
tian ways to settle your differences? 

Now we are off with Paul and Silas 
for another trip! Why is Silas with 
Paul this time instead of Barnabas? 
Here are two pins for their walking 
sticks. (Pins with different colored 
heads are preferable. Have your map 
mounted on a base soft enough for the 
pins to stick in easily.) Who knows 
where the starting point was? (Acts 
15:35.) Who can find it on the map? 
(The two pupils who answer these ques- 
tions may stick in the two pins.) Look 
in verse 41 to see the first part of their 
trip and what they did. (Have the 
pins moved along to each new area.) 

Whom did Paul find for a young 
helper in place of John Mark? (16:1.) 
We need a third walking stick! (An- 
other pin.) What towns. were Paul 
and Silas going through? (vv. 1, 2.) Do 
you remember some of the things that 


; happened there on Paul’s first ‘visit? 


On they went (v. 6). Somehow they 
could not preach where they planned 
to. Follow them on the map (vv. 7, 8). 
At land’s end came a guiding dream. 
Now a fourth walking stick joins them. 
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Luke, our storyteller, goes on with 
them. See the “we” in verse 10. Pack 
the walking sticks on an imaginary 
boat, and we go to Philippi. Remember 
the women’s prayer meeting? the for- 
tunetelling girl? the jailer? (If the 
chapter has not been read beforehand, 
assign these stories for report.) 

Let us read that strange prison story! 
What do you hear in verse 25? Where 
were the prisoners sitting? (v. 24.) Do 
you think that is what you would usu- 
ally hear from prisoners? Stop a mo- 
ment and think: when Christian boys 
and girls are hurt and uncomfortable, 
do they sound different from those who 
are not Christians? Maybe you. are 
sick, or you have a broken leg, or, even 
like Paul and Silas, you are punished 
unfairly. Grumbling, howls! Try 
prayers and songs instead! Other folks 
are listening! God is listening, too! 
Something may happen! (Read v. 26.) 
What excitement! The prison doors all 
flew open, the chains and stocks were 
broken! (Read vv. 27, 28.) What! none 
of the prisoners had escaped? ‘Perhaps 
they were still so dazed by the earth- 
quake that they had not thought to 
run away. Perhaps the praying and 
singing prisoners influenced the other 
prisoners. Paul and Silas were. calm. 
They could have run away. Why not? 
They did not deserve to be in prison 
anyway! When you are not guilty, you 
do not need to run! Then there was 
the jailer, and perhaps prisoners, to 

















Announcing a winter cruise 1960 
| West Indies - South America 


The suNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMpREss OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York February 17th, 
1960. The cruise will be for 19 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Grenada, Port 
of Spain, La Guaira, Curacao, Cristobal, 
Port-au-Prince 
Sight-seeing arrangements will be com- 
pleted for this group at the Ports of Call. 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of the 
Sunday School Times will conduct this 
group. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 


Kingston, 





‘the tour throughout. 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 


and Nassau. 








Sons ss S pl 


1960 


n with 

Pack 
aginary 
nember 
he for- 
(If the 
rehand, 


1 story! 
Where 
1) Do 
ld usu- 
a mo- 

n boys 
ortable, 
se who 
ou. are 
r, even 
inished 
Try 

r folks 
g, too! 
v. 26.) 
ors all 
Ss were 
t! none 
erhaps 
earth- 

ght to 
ig and 
- other 
». calm. 
y not? 
prison 

ty, you 
re was 
ers, to 


Lesson for January 24 


tell about the Lord Jesus Christ (vv. 
29-31). 

“Be not overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). It 
worked! Paul and Silas got their 
bloody backs washed and also a good 
meal. The jailer and his family became 
Christians. And next day Paul and 
Silas were honorably released from jail. 
Suppose they had been cowards and 
run away! There are times when Chris- 
tian boys and girls should be brave and 
not take the easy way and run away. 
Yes, even when they have done wrong 
and do not want it to catch up with 
them! 

In chapter 17 the walking sticks go 
on, through thick and thin, to give out 
the message: “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 16:31, Memory 
Verse). Has that message reached you? 


ORONO, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N THE long, long’ago some evil men 
earned their living in a dreadful 
way. They owned a slave woman who 
was controlled by Satan. She often 
went into trances and supposedly told 
what was going to happen in the future. 
Such people today are known as for- 
tunetellers. Actually, God alone knows 
the future. But Satan has great power 
and he can cause people to say and do 
many things. During those long-ago 
days there were many like this young 
slave woman. They believed they were 
in touch with heathen gods and thought 
they were actually possessed by the 
spirit of a god. Many people flocked 
to people like this woman to get advice 
about business or marriage or govern- 
ment or almost anything else. To get 
such advice they had to pay money. 
And the money they paid went to the 
men who owned the fortuneteller. What 
a dreadful way for those evil men to 
earn their living! 

The young slave woman followed Mis- 
sionary Paul and those who were with 
him, crying, “These-men are the serv- 
ants of the most high God, which shew 
unto us the way of salvation.” Imagine 
that! She was controlled by Satan. But 
even Satan himself recognizes who the 
Lord Jesus is. 

Day after day she followed God’s 
Servants.| Then Missionary Paul did 
an amazing thing. He turned and ex- 
claimed to the evil spirit, “I command 
thee in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her.2- And he came out! 
Satan no longer controlled her. She 
was well in her mind and in her body. 
God had performed a miracle! What 
a happy day that was for the mis- 
Sionaries! What a happy day it was 
for the young wonian! 

But the men who had owned her 
were not happy. They knew at oncé 
that not only was she no longer a 
Slave, owned by Satan, but she was no 
longer their slave. They would not 
get any more money, for she would 
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415 Came — Only 300 Expected 


The Campa Indians, knowing that smallpox is a deadly disease, hastened to 
our clinic for vaccination. Fathers made sure that the whole fantily was. 
accounted for. They came in canoes from up river and down river, eager to 
arrive before the supply of vaccine ran out. If only they were as eager to 
receive the gospel—but the work goes on and souls are won. 


REACHING JUNGLE AREAS 


It is a eramsying privilege to make Christ known p... 
receptive souls in remote areas. Help us reach 
Amazon Tribes in South America. Your prayers and tid 
can bring them saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Founded in 1914, 
the SAIM now has over 110 missionaries, 29 main stations, Bible Institutes in 
Bolivia, Brazil and Peru, 20 Gospel Day Schools, new stati and sch 
being opened as the Lord leads. 
Write for interesting monthi: iletin ‘“‘Amazon Valley Indian,’’ 

FREE BOOKLET at te cee go thiy bulleti A y gladly 


SOUTH AMERICA INDIAN MISSION, INC. 304 {ons"'%" 1. MSSM 


Campa Indian, Peru 








A Great 
Christian 


“THEY Film 

LOOKED 
FOR A 

CITY” 


@ The incredible true story of a Jewish family 

in Eastern Europe and their bitter struggle for 
survival. You see Jews ridden down by savage 
Cossacks . . . exodus from Poland . . . flight from 
war-torn Germany . . . a mother’s miraculous 
deliverance . . . a joyous family reunion at an enemy 
border. Forty minutes of breath-taking action in the 
storm-tossed career of a Hebrew-Christian family 
caught in the rip-tide of war and race hatred. One of 
the most dramatic, heart-stirring Christian film 
experiences of your life. 


Adapted from the book, “They Looked fora City,” 
by Lydia Buksbazen. Write today for rental bookings 
beginning Jan. 1, 1960. 


16mm Natural color Sound Rental $25.00 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
330.S Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
BEREeSe& 8 8=©=©6*§ 86 8a 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
Please book the film “They Looked for a 
City”’ for 





or 
(date (alternate date) 


NAME 
ORGANIZATION AND/OR CHURCH 








ADDRESS 


CITY _____Z0NE __STATE 
Eke 8 =«©698#ee@aee 
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never again go into trances and tell 
fortunes. Oh, they were angry! They 
grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged 
them to the police. There was not one 
moment for Paul and Silas to explain 
what had happened. They were beaten 
until their backs bled. They were 
thrown into prison and _ fastened 
securely in the stocks. What an awful 
way for missionaries to be treated! 
They had performed a miracle. A piti- 
ful Satan-controlled girl had been made 
well. And as a result the missionaries 
were treated like animals. 

How sorry we feel for the mission- 
aries! How do you suppose the mis- 
sionaries felt? Did they cry? Did they 
pound their fists and scream? Oh, no. 
Not Paul and Silas. They simply sat 
in the stocks and prayed. By mid- 
night, when everyone should have been 
sound asleep, they started to sing hymns 
—praises to God. They sang so loudly 
that all of the prisoners heard them. 
Imagine that! Soon the ‘whole prison 
began to shake. Suddenly there was a 
great earthquake. The walls shook. 
And all at once all the doors were 
opened. And everyone’s chains were 
unfastened. 

The keeper of the prison saw, what 
had happened. He was responsible for 
the prisoners. If one of them got away, 
he would be killed. Instead of that, 
he grabbed his sword, ready to take his 
own life. But Paul shouted, “Don’t 
hurt yourself. We are all here!” ° 

The jailer called for lights and rushed 
in, trembling. He fell down before Paul 
and Silas. Then he brought them out 
and cried, “Men, what is it necessary 
for me to do that I may be saved?” 
He knew that they had something that 
he needed. He wanted to know the 








This Week's Questions Answered 
{The questions are on page 32) 


1. Over the question of taking Mark ° 


on the second missionary journey (Acts 
15: 37-39). 

2. Paul, Silas (15:40), Timothy (16: 
1), and Luke (cf. “we,” v. 10). 

3. The door into Bithynia, 
eastern Asia Minor (vv. 6,7). — 

4. To Greece, in Europe. 

5. Lydia, a “seller of purple” (v. 14). 

6. The masters of the possessed girl 
were furious when the missionaries 
drove the evil spirit out of her (¢v. 19). 

7. The households of Lydia and the 
Philippian jailer (vv. 15, 33). 

8. To preserve his honor, and be- 
cause Roman law decreed that if a guard 
allowed a prisoner to escape, he must 
suffer the penalty due the prisoner. 

9. Because in addition to being a 
Christian he was a privileged Roman 
citizen who had been beaten without-a 
trial, in. flagrant contradiction of Ro- 
man law (v. 37). 

10. He was thrust into prison in 
Philippi (v. 23) and wrote Philippians 
while a prisoner in Rome (cf. Phil. 1:13). 
Menpia, Pa. 
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secret of the one who had given them 
songs in the night from a dungeon. 

Quickly Paul replied, “Believe on 
[put your trust in] the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house.” It was as simple as that. 
And immediately the jailer did believe. 
And Paul and Silas preached to him 
and. to his family and to his servants. 

Then, right in the middle of the 
night, the jailer must have been quite 
ashamed of the way he had mistreated 
these prisoners. So, we are told, he 
washed their sore, bleeding backs. 
Then the missionaries baptized the jailer 
and his family. And that house was 
filled with God’s salvation joy! 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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Children at Home 





Greyfriars Bobby 
By D. G. McKenzie 


OULD you like to hear the story 

of Greyfriars Bobby? He was a 
little dog and he lived in Edinburgh, the 
beautiful capital city of Scotland. You 
know that not many dogs become 
famous. You all know Lassie and Rin 
Tin Tin from television programs, but 
not many dogs appear in history. How- 
ever, Greyfriars Bobby is known by 
most Scottish boys and girls, and this is 
the reason. 

He was a happy, little dog, easily 
pleased. The best time of the day for 
Bobby was in the evening when his 
master came home from work. After 
supper his master would pick up 
Bobby’s leash. That was the signal. 
Bobby’s little tail would wag so hard 
that you would have thought it would 
come right off. 

Such wonderful walks they had! 
Often they would go along Princes 
Street, by the famous Gardens, up the 
Mound, then down the Royal Mile, and 
back home. When they walked in the 
evenings, Bobby’s master wore his 
ordinary clothes, but on Sunday after- 
noons he wore his kilt. Bobby was al- 
ways extra excited when he saw his 
master’s kilt because he knew Sunday 
walks were the longest ones. Bobby, of 
course, didn’t have a kilt, but his master 
put on his tartan leash on Sundays, so 
that made Bobby feel very special, too. 

While they were swinging along, 
Bobby’s master would think of all the 
wonderful and sometimes cruel things 
that had happened in these historic 
streets, and sometimes he would feel 
very humble as he remembered all the 
sacrifices great men had made to make 
Scotland the grand country it is. 

But Bobby wasn’t interested in his- 
tory. He was just a funny, little dog, 


* running and barking and chasing imagi- 





nary cats or following interesting 
scents, or trailing dogs twice his size, 
holding up his little black tail like a 
banner as he went along. How good it 
was to be out with his kind, gentle 
master. How Bobby loved him! 











January 9, 1960 


One day, however, Bobby’s master 
didn’t go to work in the morning, and 
that evening there was no walk. This 
puzzled Bobby because, it had never 
happened before. No matter what the 
weather, it never interfered with their 
walk. Even when the snow lay thick on 
the ground, even when it turned to slush 
that muddied up Bobby’s hair, even 
when it was pitch dark by four o’clock, 
Bobby and his master had their walk 
together. So no wonder Bobby was 
puzzled. He scratched at the door of 
his master’s room. He pushed it and 
the door opened. And there was his 
master in bed. . 

Bobby barked to let his friend know 
he was there, and his master patted 
him and rubbed him behind the ear. 
By his tone of voice Bobby knew that 
his master was sorry they couldn’t have 
their walk, and he also knew that some- 
thing was wrong. It was, very wrong. 
The kind man became very, very ill, 
and there were many long days and 
never another walk for Bobby. 

At last Bobby’s master died. At the 
funeral, Bobby ran alongside, his little 
tail up bravely. He expected to see his 
master jump out of the strange car and 
call him to go for a walk at last. But 
he didn’t. 

A sad and puzzled little dog watched 
some men take out a coffin and bury it 
in the ground at the Greyfriars Church- 
yard. Bobby barked so that his master 
would know he was there, but people 
tried to quiet him and chase him away. 
They had to put him out of the church- 









yard that night when they locked the 
gates. 

Early next morning when the gates 
were opened, there was a little dog 
waiting to go in. It was Bobby. He 
rushed to his master’s grave and lay 
there until evening when he was put 
out again, a dejected little fellow. 

This happened every day for months 
and months, No one could induce him 
to leave his master’s side. People used 
to bring him food and try to coax him 
out, but he wouldn’t budge. On Sun- 
days when he saw the men and boys 
coming into church wearing their kilts, 
he would whimper as if he remembered 
the happy Sundays. with his master. 

Bobby died at last. 

A wealthy lady in Edinburgh heard 
about Bobby and the story moved her to 
tears. She had a memorial made for the © 
little dog, and today if you go to Grey- 
friars Church in Edinburgh, you will see 
it. On a column: outside the churchyard 
is a likeness of Bobby, alert and adven- 
turesome as he was, and underneath is 
a drinking fountain for thirsty travelers, 
then underneath that, another one for 
thirsty puppies. 

And people who pause to drink there 
read Bobby’s' story. On Saturdays and 
Sundays, small, kilted lads and lassies 
are taken there by their parents to see 
Greyfriars Bobby. Bobby was faithful 
to his master, even unto death, just as 
the Lord Jesus wants every boy and girl 
to be faithful-to Him. Bobby was only 
a little dog without the intellect that we 
possess, yet he was faithful to the end. 
We are human beings with more under- 
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standing and more knowledge. Will you 
try to be as faithful to your Master, 


master 
g, and 









This Jesus Christ? 
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: 3. Practice What You Preach 

know (Rom. 12:9-21) 
patted Topics are copyrighted by the International 
e ear. Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
y that used by permission. 
t have HREE important principles that 
some- should characterize our Christian life 
vrong. are brought to a conclusion with this 
ry ill, week’s topic. Two weeks ago we saw 


s and the necessity of being transformed by 
God’s power through the yielding of 
\t the all our faculties to Him, so that we 
little may be able to do His will. Last week 
ee his we found that all the gifts or talents 
r and with which God endows us are to be 
But used in His service and for His glory, 
otherwise we shall lose them., This 
itched week we are to consider the importance 
ury it of sincerity and genuineness in Chris- 
urch- tian living. y 
naster we 
eople Perhaps no evil was more severely 
away. condemned by the Lord Jesus during 
urch- His earthly ministry than the hypoc- 
d the risy of the scribes and Pharisees. This 
is shown by Matthew 23. These men 
gates pretended to be holy and to observe 
. dog § the religious law as given through 
. He Moses, and yet they were filled with 
d lay deceit and evil thoughts and practices. 
s put Many of the ways in which they re- 
vealed their hypocritical natures are 
onths mentioned in this 23rd chapter of Mat- 
> him thew. In the 12th chapter of Romans, 
used which has been the basis of our study 
© him for three topics, of which this week’s 
Sun- is the last, earlier verses have admon- 
boys ished us as to the exercise in love and 
kilts, Mercy and simplicity of the gifts with 
bered which the Holy Spirit has equipped us. 
aster. The opening verses of the portion as- 
signed for this week’s topic remind us 
heard that the Christian’s love, and, in fact, 
1er to his whole conduct, is to be character- 








yr the ized by the absence of “dissimulation.” 
srey- The Gréek word used here is the same 
ll see word that is translated “unfeigned” in 
1yard 2 Corinthians 6:6; 1 Timothy 1:5; and 
iven- 2 Timothy 1:5, and as “without hypoc- 
ith is tisy” in James 3:17. 
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Then, in this week’s verses, follows 
there a description of some of the positive 
; and Ways in which an absence of hypocrisy 
assies Should be shown. You may find it 
0 see helpful to assign some or all of these 
ithful Positive aspects of Christian living to 
ist as various members of your group asking 
1 girl them to tell briefly how these practices 


are, or can be, carried out in the home, 
at school, at play, or in the various re- 
lationships of your young people’s 
gToup. 
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Bring to Yourself a Satisfying Reward 


SPONSOR THIS 
ORPHAN BOY 


(OR ANOTHER) 
READ HIS INTERESTING STORY 





Jo Yong Ee was discovered in a hole in the side of a hill in Pusan, Korea. He 
was seven years old on January third. When he was three his mother died 
and a year later, his father, who was a fish seller, also died. For the last 
three years JO has been begging for food. Nobody would take him in or 
care for him, for he is a hunchback boy. Slowly he was starving to death. 


When one of our workers fqund him he was so near death that a missionary 
doctor said he would have lived only a few days longer. Malnutrition and 
exposure to the severest weather had so weakened his body he finally con-- 
tracted tuberculosis. 


Now Knows Christian Love 


' Of course he has had no opportunity ever to go to school, to Sunday School 


or church. He cannot remember when anyone spoke a kind word or showed 
any love to him. Now Jo is one of our Bethany Home boys. He must have 
special treatment at least for a year before he can be out, attend school and 
church, and live a normal life. NOW he is shown Christian love every day. 
He is learning to know of Christ and His salvation. 


ESEA supports over 2500 Korean orphans, war widows and lepers’ children 
in 35 Homes. Every one is‘a true Christian institution. All Staff and Board 
members are earnest Christians. (True Bible believers.) 


YOU may sponsor another child like Jo who is very much in need. Each one 
is waiting to have an American or Canadian “Daddie and Mommie.” For only 
$8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you or. your Sunday School, Bible Class, 
Junior Church, Ladies Group, etc., will help bring Christ to this child and train 
him to be a Christian leader in Korea. Right now we need sponsors for about 
300 new orphans. Will you help us so that we may take many children off 
the streets before Korea’s cold winter takes many lives? Write or phone NOW! 


—----—-—-—-— -CLIP AND MAIL TODAY-————————————— 


C1 YES | want to sponsor Jo for one year. If this child has already been “adopted,” | agree 
to support another whom you may select. With God’s help | will send $8 a month. Please 
let me have my child’s name, picture, address and story. | understand | may continue after 
one year if | wish to. Send me full particulars. 


C) I cannot “adopt” a child, but want to help by giving $................- cece ee eeeee 


sibieedenenedll 


( Please send me further information. 


Gifts of any amount are welcome. Sponsorings are income tax deductible 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
A Non-Profit Corporation 


Dept. ST-1, 4848 North Leonard Drive Chicago 31, Illinois 
Telephone Gladstone 6-6181 
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Is it your custom honestly to prefer 
that another be honored or given pref- 
erence instead of you? Is it easy? 
There is a sense here in which the 
Christian is to take the initiative in 
showing honor and preference to an- 
other rather than by waiting for others 
to honor him. 

we 


“In business” (v. 11) is sometimes 
quoted to show that the Christian is to 
exhibit enthusiasm and energy in sec- 
ular life as well as in his Christian 
activities. However, the meaning here 
leans rather to spiritual zeal. 


x 


“Fervent” (v. 11) 
“boiling over a flame.” A cold or lacka- 
daisical or indifferent. spirit is not 
worthy of the real Christian. 

ye 

“Serving the Lord” (v. 11) warns 
against serving self or the world, which 
is ssometimes seen even in so-called 
Christian activity. 


means literally 


se 


The, Christian’s “hope” (v. 12) has 
already been mentioned by Paul in 
Romans 8:20-25, and it looks forward 
to the completion of the redemption 
purchased on Calvary, some phases of 
which we enjoy here and now, but 
which we shall enjoy in full when the 
Lord returns. Nevertheless we may 
now “rejoice” ih it through hope and 
expectation. 

ye 


Few of us in these days are privileged 
to suffer very great tribulation (v., 12) 
for Christ’s sake, or for our Christian 
faith. But when difficulties and trials 


do come, because we are faithful to: 


Him, we are to exercise the virtue of 
patience. 
ye 

Consideration of the needs of fellow 
Christians (who are the only real 
“saints” mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment) should characterize our Chris- 
tian walk. The Christians in the early 
church often suffered real and bitter 
poverty. In this day, when poverty is 
not so common, we may find other 
“necessities” that need to be ministered 
to, such as the need for sympathy, un- 
derstanding, and companionship. 


se 


What is to be our reaction to unkind- 
ness and persecution because of our ef- 
forts to follow Christ and emulate Him? 
Our natural disposition is to strike back 
—with the tongue, if not in deed. If 
we would be consistent in our Chris- 
tian testimony, however, we must avoid 
this form of “hypocrisy.” 


$8 


Giving place to wrath (v. 19) does 
not mean indulging in it. Rather, as 
the words that foliow indicate, we are 
to give place to wrath by standing aside 
and letting the One, whose right it is, 
take action, as He has promised to do— 
not always in the time we would choose, 
or the way we would choose, but cer- 
tainly and surely, and infinitely more 
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effectively than we can hope to do. 
ve 


Serious thought on all these, and the 
other ways listed in these topic verses 
to practice what we preach, will drive 
us to the realization that we can never 
achieve, in our own strength, the stand- 
ards set here. The key to this part of 
the chapter lies, where we might expect 
it to be, at the door.. It is only as we 
present our bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God (v. 1), which 
is our reasonable service, that the Holy 


Spirit can produce in us His ninefold. 


fruit (Gal. 5:22, 23) that will enable us 
to practice what we preach. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Accepting the Cup 
(Continued from page 24) 


be bitter and distasteful, but do remem- 
ber to take it with a prayer.’ . 

Ter Steegen, in his beautiful poem 
called “The Golden Timepiece,”—in 
which he depicts the Lord in: the last 
hours of His earthly life—writes of this 
scene in Gethsemane: 


Sorrowful, I see Thee kneeling, 
That dread cup to take; 

Filled with wrath of my deserving, 
Given Thee for my sake. 

Yet to Thee how sweet the bitter, 
Sweet the Father’s will! 

Lord, may I, Thy love recalling, 
Suffer, and be still. 

May we, too, gladly and resolutely 
and submissively and entirely and 
prayerfully drink of the cup that the 
Heavenly Father gives us. And then, 
later, there will be a cup of glory and 
honor and blessing to drink, given from 
the same hand—the Father’s. 


ye 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


The Rise and Development of Cal- 
vinism. By John H. Bratt. (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $2.75.) Three professors of Cal- 
vin College have collaborated in this 
volume. After a brief survey of the 
Reformer’s life, they sketch the spread 
of Calvinism in Switzerland, Germany, 
and France; in the Netherlands; in 
Scotland and England; and in America. 
Because the volume is so brief (134 
pages) the authors havé been compelled 
to select only a few facets of the devel- 
opment of Calvinism and have been un- 
able to elaborate on what they did 
choose. This is the main criticism of the 
book. It is so brief that it does commu- 
nicate the glory and the blessing of the 
tradition. Nevertheless, the authors 
have brought to light some interesting 
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and helpful points in the history of 
Calvinism, and the reader will discover 
that he has in his hands a good, care- 
ful survey of a development that should 
be better known. 


This Was John Calvin. By Thea B. 
Van Halsema. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) In many 
different ways, John Calvin is receiv- 
ing great attention during this 450th 
anniversary of his birth. Mrs. Van 
Halsema introduces the Reformer to 
young people, and they will find her 
work readable, interesting, and inspir- 
ing. Drawing on historical sources, and 
using a vivid imagination to make that 
historical situation come alive, our au- 
thor has written a commendable ac- 
count of Calvin’s life. No one can read 
his dying words and remain unmoved: 
“Lord, Thou dost crush me, but it suf- 
fices that it is Thy hand.” Our young 
people will benefit from sayings like 
this. 


The Snare. By Sallie Lee Bell. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.50.) Bill Henderson, about to 
graduate from college, was wondering 
what he should do with his life. He had 
surrendered it to the Lord and he 
longed to serve Him as a minister, but 
where? Then came a letter to the dean 


from Lois Warner asking if hé could 


help them find a man willing to under- 
take the opening of a little church in a 
small Western town where there was no 
place of worship. To Bill this was God’s 
call and he accepted, little dreaming of 
what lay before him. Through the de- 
voted service of Lois and Bill the new 
church grew, and many souls were 
saved. Then a veil of mystery came 
over the picture and strong opposition 
developed. For no apparent reason ene- 
mies arose against him. His life was 
threatened, and the daughter of the 
wealthiest man in the town became in- 
volved. Only in the end is there an ex-~ 
planation of the reason for the trap. 
There are some very fine characters, 
and a strong spiritual note runs through 
the book. 


Turbulent World, Tranquil God. By 
Reuben K. Youngdahl. (Fleming H. 
Revell 'Co., Westwood, N. J., $2.50.) 
“God is truly present in this, our world. 
He has not abandoned us to our lot, nor 
has He fenced Himself off from access 
in our time of need.” This is the basic 
theme underlying this series of twenty- 
six meditations. Here are found thrill- 
ing yet heart-warming _ illustrations 
drawn from life: where men live it to- 
day. Here is a gold mine of illustrative 
material for the multitudinous problems 
facing the modern Christian, and no one 
will read this book without a stronger 
faith in the tranquil God who yet reigns 
in the midst of’ a turbulent world. 
Unfortunately, there are occasional 
references to which the spiritually dis- 
cerning reader will object. For exam- 
ple, he writes of Dr. Schweitzer as one 
who “became great in God’s sight”; of 
Leslie Weatherhead as “one of the truly 
great preachers today”; and he refers 
approvingly to Kierkegaard. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


January 18 to 24 


Mon.—Acts 15:36-41. 
Back to the Mission Fields. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Some days after 
Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go 
again and visit our brethren in every 
city where we have preached the word 
of the Lord, and see how they do.” Fol- 
low up converts. It is a major part of 
evangelism. It shows love to souls. It 
is. benevolent, not selfish. People 
preached to should be precious to 
preachers. Good intentions often cause 
friction as well as fruit. Hold to God’s 
will and you’ll suffer no ill. Pray for 
the Bolivian Indian Mission, Inc., Plain- 
field, N. J. 


Tues.—Acts 16:1-5. Daily Conversions. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
churches established in the faith, and 
increased in number daily.” Churches 
exist for the dual purpose of bringing 
Souls to the Saviour and for bringing 
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‘ \ : 
souls won into the likeness of Christ 
by their conformity to the Word of 
God. Churches that do not have these 
results are in sad spiritual condition. 
Fruitless churches are worse off than 
fruitless professors. Pray for the Japan 
Evangelical Mission, Seattle. 


Wed.—<Acts 16:6-10. 
Closed and Open Doors. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They ... were 


forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach. 


the word in Asia .. . they assayed to 
go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suf- 
fered them not. ... And a vision ap- 
peared to Paul in the night; There stood 
a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, 
saying, Come over into Macedonia, and 
help us.” God knows where we should 
labor. He will direct us there if we 
seek the necessary providences. A 
God-guided ministry is a happy min- 
istry and fruitful. Test your notions 
to see if they are definitely God-guided 
motions or just your own natural emo- 
tions. Let your work be His commis- 
sion and it will be a good, grand 
mission. 
Inc., Los Angeles. 


Thurs.—Acts 16:11-15. 
Europe’s First Convert. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lydia, a seller 
of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which 
worshipped God, heard us: whose heart 
the Lord opened, that she attended unto 
the things . . . spoken of Paul.” The 
hand of God was in the ministries of 
Paul and Silas at Philippi. One inter- 
esting, though annoying,. providence was 
the one that put Paul’s feet in stocks, 
so that he would be just where God 
needed him when that midnight earth- 
quake arrived. He was right there 
when that jailer cried out, “What must 
I do to be saved?” God does strange 
things with His servants in order to 
make them ‘a blessing to souls here 
and hereafter. Pray for Latin America 

Mission, Bogota, N. J. 


Fri—Acts 16:16-24. : 
Powerful Witnessing. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “These men are 
the servants of the most high God, 
which shew unto us the way of sal- 
vation.” Wherever the Spirit witnesses 
through servants of God in their preach- 
ing, there will be great Satanic oppo- 
sition. God always overrules these 
attacks for-good. “All that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per- 
secution” (2 Tim. 3:12). Be a good 
soldier of the cross; expect to fight if 
you would succeed. Pray the Lord 
to increase your courage for witnessing 
for Christ. 


Sat—Acts 16:25-34. 
The Conversion of a Jailer. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “What must I 
do to be saved?” Jailers are thought 
to be rather hard boiled. I was chap- 
lain of a jail for seven years, and I 


. know they had to be tough. The Lord 
“So were the. 


who saved Paul, “the chief of sinners,” 
can save any of our tough cases. The 
Lord never asks a man’s length of 
service in the army of Apollyon. 
Translation from the kingdom of dark- 
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COOK AND HANDYMAN needed in Chris- 
tian School. Couple preferred. Answer immediately. 
Write Box 65, Neptune, N. J. 
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ness into the Kingdom of Christ is open 
to all who call upon the name of the 
Lord. The conversion of the Philippian 
jailer gives cheering hope to all par- 
ents anxious to have their family saved. 
Pray for West Indies Mission, Homer 
City, Pa. 
Sun.—Acts 16:35-40. Baffled Persecutors. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They came and 
besought them, and brought them out, 
and desired them to depart out of the 
city.” Honor came to the servants of: 
God, and shame to their persecutors. 
God richly rewards the sacrificial serv- 
ices. Suffer for good in this hostile 
world. Arm yourself with the mind of 
Christ, be willing to suffer for right- 
eousness sake. Every tear will bring 
rich rewards (see Psa. 126:5, 6). Pray 
for the Missionary Aviation Fellowship, 
Fullerton, Calif. 
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